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“Asleep in Jesus” 
By Eliot B. Verney 


HE is not here—her sin-scarred, 
empty home of clay 

Is laid aside to wait that coming glorious 
day 

Of resurrection. Mourn not! for she 
sweetly sleeps 

In Jesus: resting in Him till this world’s 

time sweeps 

Into eternity. She finds no sorrow there, 

Just quiet; freedom from all hurry, pain, 
or care; 

Waiting Christ’s coronation day: and 
when it dawns, 

That eternal morning, fairer than other 
morns, 

And He:comes back to earth to claim 
His loved, His own, 

We'll meet again—perfect, complete, 
around His throne. 


Russian Bells Ring Again 


State laws and persecution cannot 
keep the Gospel from spreading. Paul 
the prisoner wrote, “The word of God 
is not bound” (2 Tim. 2:9). The out- 
ward forms of worship can be pre- 
vented by force, but “the word of God 
is living, and active,” and Christians 
will still be sustained by it and tell 


others of its comfort. For more than 
twenty years the church bells in Russia 
were silent, but they rang out again 
on Easter Day in Moscow. The New 
York Times reported (April 22) that 
“their rhythmic beat brought the mighf- 
iest throng of worshipers since the Revo- 
lution. .. . All over Russia there was a 
similar outpouring of the religious- 
minded. . . . This year no Government- 
trained godless youth stood by to mock 
or stone the churchgoers, ... The mystic 
soul of Russia, deeply religious, can be 
contained in no official net. Through 
the horrible war years it has stood too 
close to death not to crave passionately 
the fulfillment of the ancient promise”of 
resurrection. It has been shut in a tomb. 
This year the stone was rolled away, if 
only for a day.” This is not quite the 
language of an evangelical Christian 
paper, and probably much of the Easter 
worship in Moscow was only formal and 
had no life-giving touch from the Spirit 


a 


God's Transcontinental Care... 


of God. But the fact that the bells chimed 
forth again, that thousands of worshipers 
went unmolested to the churches, all 
on the supposed anniversary of the Res- 
urrettion, is in itself interesting. Prob- 
ably Stalin and the Communist party 
have no more sympathy than they ever 
had with true Christianity, but something 
has happened to make them believe it was 
wise to allow worship to be held again 
on Easter. Among the thousands who 
took part in it, there must have been 
some who saluted their friends sincerely 
with the old Russian greeting, “Christ 
is risen!” and received the response, 
just as sincerely given, “He is risen in- 
deed !” Some believers must have joined 
in the public worship with heartfelt 
thanks, and some on the borderline be- 
tween unbelief and faith must have been 
touched by the jo fi 
really know Christ ater | 

pray that this may, presage: 
for the Gospel ig Rusia. 
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An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


was a man much talked of in his 

day. He had a prodigious head 
set on an under-sized frame and filled 
with a prodigious store of knowledge. 
His life was spent in discussion and 
analysis without coming to any definite 
conclusions as far as the man on the 


Pi war's mas ROYCE of Harvard 


street would. know. A few phrases sur-' 


vive him — “Loyalty,” “the Beloved Com- 
munity,” which many have heard and 
few can define. Of Christ and His work 
he never cared to speak, and of God 
he may have made some theoretical 
definition apart from revelation, but 
owing nothing to revelation. My recol- 
lection of him at this point is of his 
quoting in Latin with a quizzical ex- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“He which testifieth these things 
saith, Surely I come quickly. 
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 
(Rev. 22:20). 

















— 





pression the beginning of the Fifty-third 
Psalm, Stultus in animo suo dizit, Deus 
non est (“The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God”), almost in a manner 
to indicate that “the fool” was not alto- 
gether mistaken. 

He was a Californian of the earliest 
generation, born there and brought up 
in a Sierra Nevada mining camp. To 
his mother he and his sister owed their 
earliest edutation in the Bible and in 
general knowledge, taught from astro- 
nomical charts, histories,.and an encyclo- 
pedia of scientific information which 
she had secured one knows not whence. 
This remarkable woman was of imme- 
diate English stock, having been born 
at Stratford-on-Avon and brought to the 
United States at the tender age of six 
months. 


As a distinguished Californian, Profes- 
sor Royce was asked by a publishing 
house to write the story of California 
in a series of state histories and I re- 
member how he used to talk with my 
college roommate’s father, an old forty- 
niner, about ther@arly days. It was at 
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that time that he induced his mother 
to set down an account of her experi- 
ences of the overland journey in an 
oxcart to the Gold@én State. It was a 
remarkable manuscript, remarkable not 
only for the thrilling episodes of the 


long journey, but above al] for the ° 


Christian faith and Christian courage 
which runs through the whole account 
like a scarlet thread. It is the second 
part of the “Pilgrim’s Progress” brought 
up to date—the story of Christiana 
and her little ones on their journey, 
save that here the perils wére real and 
not fantied, the distances on a continen- 
tal instead of rural England scale, the 
deliverances greater. 

Professor Royce wrote a little intro- 
duction to his mother’s story. It was 
preceded by a preface from a Yale pro- 
fessor in history who thought it incum- 
bent on him to contrast the religious 
earnestness of the mother with the skep- 
ticism of the son. He says: 

“By the time Royce’s education was 
completed the main positions of the 
Puritan had been carried. The Bible 
could no longer be considered in the 
old literal sense the inspired word of 
Deity. The theology which rested on a 
magic book was in ruins,” and so forth. 
Josiah Royce expressed the temper of 
the new intellectual age; his mother in 
her narrative, loyalty to “the old re- 


ligion.” ° 


Royce himself was not so crude. His 
mother’s experiences were to him poesy 
and imagination, touched with harmless 
self-deception. 

“To strongly religious minds,” he 
wrote, “the psychological effect of this 
solitary struggle with the deserts [of 
Nevada] was almost magical. One 
seemed alone with God in the waste. 
One was often guided only by signs 
from heaven, by the ‘stars, and by the 
sunset. In the hot and parched deserts 
a mysterious power provided the few 
precious springs of water. Amid the 
half-unknown, but always horrible, dan- 
gers of the way, one met experiences 
of precisely the sort that elsewhere we 
always find producing the most enthusi- 
astic forms of religious mysticism.” 

In other words, his mother’s deliver- 
ances were as casual as those of the 
Children of Israel in their desert wan-* 
derings were believed by him to be. - 
The Psalmist insisted that it was He 
who opened the rock and the waters 
gushed out. 
cloud for a covering and fire to give 
light in the night. He it was who brought 
forth His people with joy and His chosen 
with gladness. Such opinions were to 
Royce mere “enthusiasm” in the seven- 
teenth century sense of fanaticism. 

Not so the mother! She knew God's. 

. guidance and protection and comfort to 

This editorial is based on the book, “A 
Frontier Lady,” by Sarah Royce; edited by 
Ralph Henry Gabriel. (Yale University Press, 
New Haven, Conn.) 
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It was He who~spread a, 
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be true. She believed in a prayer- 
answering God, the only God with real- 
ity. They had started with an ox team 
from Iowa—she, her young husband, 
and little daughter Mary. Others joined 
along the way and broke away again. 
When they reached the River Platte 
region, cholera, which was epidemic in 
the East, suddenly struck these pilgrims 
in the wilderness. Some died. What 
a threat! She wrote: 

“The destroyer seemed let loose 
upon our camp. Who would go next? 
What if my husband should be taken 
and leave us alone in the wilderness? 
What if I should be taken and leave 
my little Mary motherless? Or, still 
more distracting thought, what if both 
should be laid low and she be left a 
destitute orphan among strangers in a 
land of savages. Such thoughts would 
rush into my mind and for some hours 
these gloomy forebodings oppressed me 
heavily. But I poured out my heart to 
God in prayer and He gave me comfort 
and rest. I felt a full assurance that 
He would not. afflict me beyond my 
strength to bear. I committed my pre- 
cious child into His hands entirely, 
claiming for her His promises and His 
guardianship. I said from my heart, 
‘Thy Will be done.’ Then peace took 
possession of my soul and in spite of 
threatening ills I felt strong for duty and 
endurance.” 

Having put her confidence in the God 
of the Ninety-first Psalm, and because 
she “made ... the most High [her] ... 
habitation,” she and hers escaped the 
destruction that wasted at noonday. 

Repeatedly, as one after another of 
the long stages were completed, she 
“breathed silent thanksgivings for the 
‘Hitherto’ in which the Lord had led us.” 
As with Christiana in the “Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” there were little intermissions, 
memorable breathing spaces in the long, 
hard pilgrimage. Thus: 

“On Sunday the 29th of July we de- 
termined to remain in camp and rest 
till the next day. One family of our 
fellow travelers, Mr. B and his wife 


.with their three little boys, did the same. 


We enjoyed a quiet rest, held a social 
meeting for prayer, reading, and singing, 
and the next morning resumed our jour- 
ney much refreshed. . . . We passed 
the company we had been traveling 
with, kept in advance of them, notwith- 
standing Sunday rests, and arrived in 
Salt Lake Valley the day before they 
did.” ¢ 

After weeks of slow travel they 
reached the Great Divide. Here she 
made a little sacramental testimony to 
God’s care: 

“In the morning of that day I had 
taken my last look at the waters which 
flowed eastward. to mingle with the 
streams and wash the shores where 

(Continued: on page 465) 
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Notes on Open Letters. 
Chaplains Who Protested 


In a recent issue of your paper you 
printed in your Illustration column a 
story of how Chaplain Talbott was 
asked to resign his commission as a 
Navy oe. The person who con- 
tributed the illustration went so far as 
to say that ninety-nine per cent of the. 
Navy chaplains were willing to en- 
courage the men to be whoremongers 
and drunkards. This woman did not 
make any real attempt to discover the 
truth in this Talbott case, and unfor- 
tunately she accepts whatever she read. 
Sadder still is the fact that she is ready 
to believe the worst about ministers 
of the Gospel, ... 


Worse yet is the fact that Tue Sun- 
pay ScHoot Trmes should print this 
calumny. Your Editors should cer- 
tainly know better than to believe such 
a report and accept it at face value 
and publish it for thousands to read. 
I have appreciated your paper in the 
past very much, but you are certainly 
deserving of reprimand for this bit 
of slander against the chaplains. 

For the past two years I have 
been serving as a chaplain in the 
Navy. I am familiar with the 
requirements made of _ chaplains. 
. . . I can testify that neither I nor 
any chaplain I know was asked 
whether or not we would be willing 
to arrange for beer, dancing, and the 
like. ... There is a Navy regulation 
which forbids that the chaplain shall 
be required to do anything contrary 
to conscience. ... 

Only once was I asked to do any- 
thing against my principles. The Com- 
manding Officer asked me to lead sing- 
ing for the officers at a where 
many would be drunk. I told him-thatI 
didn’t feel that I could do that, as it 
was contrary to my principles. He 
withdrew his request or order, and 
that was the end of the matter. I have 
not known of any chaplain -being or- 
dered to do anything which was con- 
trary to his Christian principles. 

It seems to me that in all fairness to 
us chaplains who have served God and 
country to the best of our ability, 
and who have remained faithful to 
our Christian ideals, the impression 
which you gave in that illustration 
should be immediately corrected.—A 
Navy chaplain. \ 

The Times has received one telephone 
call and three letters objecting to the 
second illustration in “The MDlustration 
Round Table” in the Times for March 
16. Two letters severely criticized the 
Christian woman who sent in the illus- 
tration, as though she were the author 
of it. But her part in this matter is 
small, for the main responsibility must 
be borne by the Editors of The Sunday 
School Times, and the editors of the 
Prairie Pastor and Overcomer, Time 
magazine, and the Christian Beacon, all 
of which were quoted. 

The Christian Beacon had correctly 
reported the now well-known case of 
Navy Chaplain Dr. Norbett G. Talbott. 
He objected to certain parts of a chap- 
lain’s work, and the Navy Survey Board 
suggested he return to his own parish. 

(Continued on page 465) 
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|. Transport Evangelism 
Witnessing among Marines on the way to the Solomons . 


By CHAPLAIN W. WYETH WILLARD 


T WAS June, 1942. I was the Regi- 

' mental Chaplain of the Second 

Marines, Reinforced, at that time 
§000 strong. As spiritual counselor for 
these men, and the only chaplain then 
serving with that reinforced regiment, 
I keenly felt the burden of my respon- 
sibility. 

The entire unit was assigned quarters 
aboard four combat transports tied up 
at the docks in San Diego harbor: the 
USS Crescent City, the USS President 
Adams, the USS President Hayes, and 
the USS President Jackson. I was bil- 
leted with the officers. and men of H 
and S Company aboard the Crescent 
City. 

However, I did not neglect to minister 
to the men in the other transports. Both 
the Jackson and the Hayes had aboard 
one chaplain each. At that time mem- 
bers of the clergy were not volunteering 
fast enough in the Chaplain Corps of 
the Navy to meet the needs of our rap- 
idly increasing number of ships. There- 
fore, although the commanding officer 
of the President Adams had put in a 
request for a chaplain to serve aboard 
his ship, there just weren’t enough 
padres to go around. 


Preaching to Men on Two Transports 


I sought permission from the com- 
manding officer of the President Adams 
to conduct divine services aboard his 
ship the next Sunday. He granted my 
request. At 8.30 the following Sunday 
morning, June 21, I held services on the 
Crescent City. At 10 I conducted the first 
services ever held. aboard the President 
Adams. Captain F. H. Dean, USN, of San 
Diego, was present with several other 
officers. A unit of the Second Marine 
Division band played the hymns for me. 
There were only a total of sixty-three 
men in the congregation. I preached an 
evangelistic sermon, and gave the invi- 
tation. I noticed one lad in particular 
whose face seemed to glow as I talked 
of our Lord. And when I drove home 
a point which seemed -to strike a sym- 
pathetic chord in his heart, I noticed 
that he nodded his head in approval. 
After the service he introduced himself 
to me — Private Thomas R. Thaxton, Jr., 
from Memphis, Tenn., and Toccoa Falls 
Bible College of Toccoa, Ga. He had 
been a former employee of R. G. Le- 
Tourneau. 

A few days later, when a Roman 
Catholic chaplain was assigned to our 
regiment and billeted aboard the Cres- 
cent City, I requested permission from 
our adjutant to be transferred to the 
President Adams. The captain of the 


Chaplain Willard served with the 
Marines and the Navy for nearly: 
four years, going into action with 
the men. He was awarded the Legion 
of Merit, two Presidential Unit Cita- 
tions, Pacific Theater Ribbon (three 
stars), American Theater, Victory 
Medal, and one as a Pistol Expert. 
He was made a Lieutenant-Comman- 
der in October, 1944, and shortly be- 
fore he received his honorable dis- 
charge early this year he was Senior 
Chaplain of the Battleship Wash- 
ington. | Chaplain Willard was grad- 
uated from Brown University in 
1927 and Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary in 1931. He has written two 
books, “Steeple Jim” (1929); and 
“The Leathernecks Come Through” 
(Revell). He has had three charges 
as a Baptist pastor, and together ke 
and Mrs. Willard have directed 
Camp Good News for boys and girls, 
since 1935, on Cape Cod. With their 
four children, Hope; Faith, Paul, and 
Peter, they live at Forestdale, Cape 
Cod, Mass. 

Chaplain Willard has been ap- 
pointed assistant to President Edman 
at Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 
and will take up his duties Sep- 
tember 1. 

This is the first of four articles in 
which he will tell of some of his 
thrilling experiences during the war. 





Adams asked me if I would like to be 
transferred from the Marines to duty as 
chaplain of his ship. I appreciatéd his 
sincere desire to secure my services, but 
I firmly declined the’ offer, stating that 
my original task of going ashore with 
assault troops still held great evange- 
listic possibilities, 
a x om * 

It was Monday evening, June 29. 
Rumors were spreading that we would 
soon steam out of port on the mission 
of America’s first offensive in World 
War II. The Second Marines, Rein- 
forced, had originaliy been assigned to 
the task of proceeding to the Midway 
Islands and retaking ‘them from the 
enemy in the event of their capture. 
However, due to fhe majestically heroic 
performance under adverse circum- 
stances of our Navy and Marine Corps 
air wing, the Japs were defeated at 
Midway. Thereupon our regiment was 
detached from its parent organization 
(the Second Marine Division), and at- 
tached to the First Marine Division. Our 
mission was to stop the Japs in their 
victorious sweep across the Pacific. 
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On Monday evening, June 29, I said 
to myself, “Perhaps this is the last night 
we'll be here in the States.” The verse 
came to me from Psalm 122:1, “I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us 
go into the house of the Lord.” 

“That verse was meant for me,” I con- 
cluded, “and besides, this may be my 
last night in the States.” 

I took off with haste for: the First 
Baptist Church of San Diego, where 
God’s servant John Bunyan Smith has. 
ministered with great success. I was 
met at the door by one of the young 
people’s workers, a Miss Clara Garrett 
of Dallas, Tex. She shook my hand 
vigorously, and gave me such a hearty 
welcome that I immediately felt at home 
in the church. 

The young people were having a 
party in the social halls. Miss Gar- 
rett introduced me to Earl A. Atnip, 
secretary of the San Diego Gideons. He 
immediately asked me if I could use 
some New Testaments. 

“Of course I can,” was my reply. “I’ve 
shipped my gear from Norfolk via Rail- 
way Express—and as yet it hasn’t ar- 
rived. At present I have neither tracts 
nor Testaments of any kind.” 

Whereupon Atnip telephoned to Ham- 
mond Major, president of the San Diego 
Gideons, who took me to the Christian 
Endeavor home and showed me twenty 
boxes containing 100 Testaments each. 

“How many can you use?” inquired 
Major. 

“All of them !” I replied. 

“Take them,” he said. “I'll manage 
to get some more later on.” 


One of the War’s Unsung Heroes 


Hammond Major is one of the unsung 
heroes of the war. With the kind per- 
mission and encouragement of the Dis- 
trict Chaplain, Major boarded hundreds 
of destroyers, cruisers, carriers, and com- 
bat transports of World War II. Ac- 
cording to latest reports, he has placed 
in official hands on board these vessels 
more than 500,000 Gideon New -Testa- 
ments for distribution among the men 
of our armed forces. And a word should 
also be said in praise of his employer, 
who permitted him during working 
hours to distribute the Word.of God 
on the vessels that glided in and out of 
San Diego harbor. 

How many times since that night of 
June 29 have I thanked God that in 
obedience to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit, I was guided into the hotise of: 
the Lord! 

On July 1, at about 8.15 in the morn- 
ing, we lifted,sanchor and slipped out of 
San Diego harbor. The white stucco 
buildings, shining out against the back- 
ground of the hills beyond, soon faded 
out of sight. Thirteen hundred Marine 
officers and enlisted men waved good- 
by to thei® m&tive land. For many of 
them it. wags last view of the be- 
loved cotmtryy*the land of the open 
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Bible, the open church, the open door 
of opportunity. 

As I stood on the fantail of the Presi- 
dent Adams, and watched the few friends 
who had gathered on the docks to wave 
farewell, it seemed as though a great 
weight had been placed upon my shoul- 
ders—the burden of responsibility. A 
lump formed in my throat, my eyes were 
filled with tears, my heart was heavy. 
I could seem to picture myself before 
the awful throne of God, struck dumb 
by its magnificence, splendor and sanc- 
tity. It seemed as though an angel of 
the Lord had seized me, and was asking 
me in a searching tone, “Chaplain, are 
you free from the blood of all these 
men?” The very thought of the dreadful 
Day of Judgment struck terror in my 
soul, Without delay I visited the com- 
manding officer of combat Team 2-8, 
Lieut.-Colonel Robert G. Hunt of Co- 
ronado, Calif. 

“Sir,” I commenced, after we had ex- 
changed the customary pleasantries, “I 
would like your permission to interview 
personally the 1,300 Marine officers and 


enlisted men that are aboard this trans- 


port.” 

I found Colonel Hunt most co-opera- 
tive in the program of evangelism that 
I proposed, And, let me add, in my four 
years of active duty with the Marines 
and on Naval vessels, I have 
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were left alone. I then produced my 
Gideon New Testament, and proceeded 
to preach the speediest five-minute ser- 
mon of my life. I quoted from John 
3:16, Lue 19:10. I showed him how to 
use in the Gideon New Testament the 
helpful chart on the harmony of the Gos- 
pels which lies between the Book of 
Revelation and the Psalms. And then 
from the back cover of the Testament 
I read to each man the passage on “How 
to Become a Christian.” I concluded by 
telling each man that in a few days he 
might face death and be killed in com- 
bat. “Are you prepared to die?” I in- 
quired. “Why not accept Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour and Lord, if you have 
not already done so?” 

I never in all my life became so weary 
through witnessing. I was tongue-tired. 
The muscles in the back of my mouth 
literally ached, A quotation or two 
from my official recqrds might shed 
some light on my daily ministrations. 

July 3. Today I interviewed privately 

94 enlisted men. Sixty-nine of these men 

accepted New Testaments, which they 

said they. would read. Several confessed 

Jesus Christ as. Saviour and Lord, and 

gave their hearts to Him. There is good 

opportunity on board to win men to 

Christ. I am praying for revival — that 

the fires may break forth. God can do 

it! I was all tired out when I went to 
bed tonight. Had been witnessing all 





never served under a com- 
manding officer who did not aid 
and assist me in the work of 
the Gospel ministry. Every 
one of them did me much good. 

Colonel Hunt assigned me a 
combination stateroom and of- 
fice on the President Adams — 
Room 103. He also transferred 
to me his own personal runner, 
Pfe Russell E. Buhrer of De- 
troit, who served as my clerk 
during my period of duty 
aboard the Adams. 

The following thirty-three 
days were completely occupied 
by the most blessed and in- 
tensive evangelistic campaign 
of my life. Individual inter- 
views with each man had been 
arranged by the battalion ad- 
jutant, Lieut. James E. (Sunny 
Jim) Herbold, Jr., of Pasadena. 
Sunny Jim was entirely sym- 
pathetic with my work, and 
put much effort into his as- 
signment. First of all, each 
man: was questioned by my 
clerk, who was seated at a desk 
in the passageway dutside my 
quarters. In my ledger Pfc 
Buhrer recorded the following 
Vital statistics of every Marine: 
tull name, rank, date of birth, 
home address, next of kin, and 
chureh affiliation if any. .The 
Marine was then ushered iato 











my stateroom, where he was 
invited to be seated. We two 


~~ 


Chaplain W. Wyeth Willard 
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day —and I was mentally and physically 
exhausted. The Lord be praised in 
things. 

July 13. Two men washed overboard on 
the San Juan. They were not wearing 
life jackets as.they had been instructed. 
Lost ! 

July 15. There is sunshine and joy in 
my soul because the werk nas been going 
so satisfactorily. God be praised |! 


By Sunday, August 2, my services, 
which were held on the starboard side 
of the promenade deck, had grown sin 
number from one to five. My ‘clerk 
made the following. accurate count of 
attendance: 


9.15 a.m. ...13 officers and 130 enlisted men 
10.00 a.m. ... 7 officers and 53 enlisted men 
10.45 a.m. ... 8 officers and 16 enlisted men 

6.00 p.m, ... 6 officers and 79 enlisted men 

7.30 p.m. ... 1 officer and 17 enlisted men 

Total ...35 officers and 295 enlisted men 


By this time I had interviewed over 
1,000 Marines, baptized 29 of them, led 
a few to reconsecration, and led several 
others to the foot of the cross. Of those 
first 1,000 Marines I talked with, approxi- 
mately three-fourths were Protestant 
and one-fourth Roman Catholic (251 to 
be exact). Seven were Jewish. In all 
those interviews I found no opposition. 
To the Catholic lads I explained that I 
had no Catholic New Testaments with 
me, but in their absence (lest 
they be deprived of the Word 
of God), if they so desired they 
could have the Gideon Testa- 
ments. I further added that 
liberal Catholics did not object 
to reading the King James Ver- 
sion, but that strict Catholics 
were not permitted to read it. 
To my amazement, I discovered 
that nearly all the Catholics 
with whom I talked: were’ quite 
“liberal,” and graciously ac- 
cepted (in the absence of their 
own version) the gift of a Gid- 
eon Testament. I later learned 
that I had won the confidence 
and respect of the Catholic of- 
ficers and enlisted men. They 
discovered that I, too, believed 
that Jesus Christ was. the only 
begotten Son of God, conceived 
of the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary. They.: learned 
that I loved more dearly 
than life itself this Jesus who 
died on.the cross for the sins 
of the world. I was very fond 
of them. Later on, when some 
were killed on the field of bat- 
tle, I laid them away to rest. 

There were only two Marines 
in a thousand who appeared 
opposed to my work. One be- 
longed to a “none-such-as-we- 
are” cult in Utah. The other 
was a Russellitish Jehovah's 
Witness, who, with superior 
air, condescended to listen for 

(Continued on page 467) 
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Which is the true explanation of origins? 


By ARTHUR |. BROWN, M.D., F.R.CS. 


This is the third of Dr. Brown’s series of messages on evolution, 
appearing approximately at monthly intervals. His next article will dis- 
cuss some additional remarkable features of the first chapter of Genesis. 


HE conflict between evolution and 

Genesis concerns the creation ac- 
count in the early chapters. This “book 
of beginnings” purports to give reliable 
information regarding the origin of 
heavens and earth and all things therein. 
The Bible is the textbook of the science 
of man. In a few words, it describes 
his creation from the dust of earth, his 
early innocence, his testing, his disobe- 
dience and fall, followed by the judg- 
ment of God on him and the race of 
mankind. We are given the history of 
the race from the days of Adam and 
Eve on through many generations cov- 
ering thousands of years. Much space 
is given to the history of one section 
of humanity said to be “chosen” by 
God-for a special purpose, and separated 
from the peoples of earth to carry out 
a special mission. The relations of this 
“chosen people” with neighboring 
nations, and their various activities are 
portrayed in great detail. 

The particular question we are trying to 
answer in this study is whether evolution 
or creation is the true explanation of 
origiris. As to man, was Adam, the first 
of the human race, the end-product of 
millenniums of development from a pri- 
mordial, microscopic speck of proto- 
plasm, through various stages, such as 
worm, fish, amphibian, reptile, hairy 
mammal, subhuman, and, lastly, man, or 
did he come suddenly, created full- 
formed and perfect in structure and 
function, from the hand of God? 

Evolutionary science is inclined to 
scorn the brief and simple Genesis rec- 
ord of man’s beginning, affirming that 
it is nothing more than myth or allegory, 
and need not be seriously considered 
as an acceptable scientific explanation. 
A typical pronouncement is that of Prof. 
D. M. S. Watson, ex-president of the 
British Association for the Advancement 
of Science: 

The theory of evolution is a theory 
universally accepted, not because it 
can be proved to be true, but because 
the only alternative, special creation, 
is clearly incredible. 

That this attitude is general today 
among evolutionists cannot be denied. 
However, it is decidedly interesting to 
investigate certain features of this Book, 
which is so glibly disdained. The abun- 
dant testimony of archaeology during the 
past twenty-five years to the meticulous 
historical accuracy of every statement 
in the Genesis writing, indicates that, 


in this respect at least, it is very worthy 
of our highest esteem. If no flaws can 
be found in the thousand and one de- 
tails of ancient history that it records, 
it would seem that some consideration, 
at least, should be given to it when it 
deals with the mysterious realm of 
origins. 

This is not to say that the Bible was 
written to teach science as well as his- 
tory, but when it refers briefly to sci- 
entific matters, as it does many times, 
surely we have a right to accept it at 
its face value until it is proved to be 
in error. 

The well-known archaeologist, Sir 
Charles Marston, F.S.A., in his authori- 
tative book, “The Bible Comes Alive,” 
writes on page 2: 

There has been a widespread belief 
that the Bible has been discredited 
by Science, and especially the Old 
Testament. That may be said to have 
been a deduction of a generation ago, 
but it is not so now. Science has 
progressed far in the direction of Truth 
since those days. 


I am not offering this opinion as a 
final argument for the acceptance of 
creation. rather than evolution, but it 
certainly ought to engender a whole- 
some respect for the Author of the Bible, 
who, from all that can be discovered by 
friends, or even by enemies, has given 
us a Book infinitely above all other 
books, because of its infallible accuracy. 

No exception will be taken to the 
statement that there must have been a 
beginning to our universe. No evolu- 
tionist has yet been able to surmise how 
things could originate; and yet they very 
dogmatically rule out ereation, and tell 
us they are searching for the real Cause 
which will eventually, they hope, be 
found! As to the origin of life, evolu- 
tion has nothing to say, since the ab- 
surd and untenable idea of spontaneous 
generation dropped into deserved ob- 
livion. It is impossible to understand 
why there should be any inherent aver- 
sion to admitting the probability. of a 
personal Creator as the First Cause of 
everything, exactly as we read in Gene- 
sis 1:1, “In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.” Nor, seeing 
that all other possible sources of life 
have been abandoned as unscientific. and 
incredible, is it any easier to fathom the 
refusal to accept the same God who orig- 
inated: matter as the One who is respon- 
sible for life and all its varied forms. 
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In addition to matter and life, force 
and motion demand a source— some 
power that will account for those opera- 
tions that are seen everywhere in the 
universe. It is not enough to say, “We 
are not concerned with origins.” Any 
student worthy of the name will insist 
on a satisfactory answer to the question, 
“Whence come all these manifestations?” 

We are in good company when we ac- 
cept the explanation given in Genesis. 
Many scientists of the very first rank 
have always expressed themselves as 
emphatically believing in God — the God 
of the Bible. The recently deceased Sir 
John Ambrose Fleming, of eminent sci- 
entific standing, writes in his book, 
“Creation or Evolution?” on page 57: 

The inevitable conclusion from all 
the evidence is that the material uni- 
verse cannot have existed for an in- 
definite past time, or else there would 


be no matter now left—the whole 


material universe is slowly melting 
away into radiant energy. There must 
have been at some time in the far 
distant past an act of creation of mat- 
ter, and no theory of evolution can 
evade this conclusion. All the lead- 
ing physicists, past and present, agree. 
Fleming quotes Lord Kelvin, who said, 
“Science positively demands creation”; 
and he refers to the significant state- 
ment of Sir James Jeans in his book, 
“Eos; or, The Wider Aspects of Cos- 
mogony,” page 35: 


Everything points with overwhelm- 
ing force to a definite event or series 
of events of creation at some time or 
times not infinitely remote. The uni- 
verse cannot have originated by 
chance out of its present ingredients, 
neither can it always have been the 
same as now. 


Another quotation from Jeans in the 
same book, “Eos,” page 52, is important 
in its bearing on the source of energy. 
He writes: 


The universe is like a clock which is 
running down, and which, as far as 
science knows, no one ever winds up. 
It is at present a partially wound-up 
clock, which must at some time in the 
past have been wound up in some man- 
ner unknown to us. 

This declaration means that the uni- 
verse could not have brought itself into 
being spontaneously, and if left to itself 
for a sufficient time, all phenomena must 
cease. It had a birth, it will also have 
a death. 

This conclusion is nothing more than a 
scientific restatement of the words of 
Psalm 102: 25-27: 

Of old hast thou laid the founda- 
tion of the earth: and the heavens are 
the work of thy hands. They shall 
perish, but thou shalt endure: yes, all 
of them shall wax old like a garment; 
as a vesture shalt thou change them, 
and they shall be changed. But thou 
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art the same, and thy years shall have 

no end. 

The riddle of life, in like manner, can- 
not be solved without God. Lord Kel- 
vin wrote: 

Was there anything so absurd as to 
believe that a number of atoms fall- 
ing together of their own accord, could 
make a sprig of moss, a microbe, or 
a living animal? . . . It is utterly ab- 
surd. Scientific thought is compelled 
to accept the idea of creative power. 
Having seen the necessity of a God to 

account for the universe, it is now pos- 
sible to inquire, in view of very recent 
developments and our new knowledge 
of atomic energy, how God may have 
caused all things to appear. In the Bible 
there are hundreds of references to Him 
as the source of all power. Daniel ex- 
claims in Daniel 2:20, “Blessed be the 
name of God for ever and ever; for wis- 
dom and might are his.” We read in 
1 Chronicles 29:11, 12: “Thine, O Lord, 
is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty: 
. . . and in thine hand is power and 
might.” And in Isaiah 40:26, following a 
remarkable argument proving a personal 
creator, God issues His unanswerable 
challenge: “Lift up your eyes on high, 
and see who hath created these things, 
that bringeth out their host by number: 
he calleth them all by names by the 
greatness of his might, for that he, is 
strong in power; not one failéth.” 

It is now known that, not only can 
matter be converted into energy, but 
that energy can be changed back into 


Education for Character 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


matter. Science seems to have proved 
that there are at least three primordial 
particles in the entire universe, protons, 
neutrons, and electrons. What we re- 
ceive from the sun is atomic heat pro- 
duced by the astonishing changes which 
are taking place there. The sun is con- 
suming itself at the rate of 250,000,000 
tons of matter every minute of time, and 
this has been going on for millenniums, 
and yet the mass of the sun remains ap- 
parently the same. What is the secret 
of this incredible phenomenon? We are 
told that a miracle is taking place there, 
and that the atomic energy released by 
the fission of vast quantities of atomic 
nuclei is constantly recreating the sun. 
This is accepted today, and while no one 
understands it, it is believed. 

Thinking back to that distant time 
before there were heavens and earth, 
and asking how God could produce that 
which we know exists, how may we 
account for creation? How did God 
operate? 

If energy can be converted into mat- 
ter, an infinite amount of primordial 
material was available to God in Him- 
self. In some mysterious manner, the 
Creator must have flung from His om- 
nipotence into the depths of stellar space 
the countless starry worlds that make 
up the heavens and earth. This magnifi- 
cent concept is beyond the grasp of hu- 
man imagination, but it surely causes 
us to appreciate the words of Psalm 104: 
24: “O Lord, how manifold are thy 
works! in wisdom hast thou made them 
all: the earth is full of thy riches.” 

PORTLAND, OREG. 


A atudy of The Stony Brook School for Boys 


E WAS the distinguished rector of 
a city church. He was speaking to 
a great company of persons interested 


-in one of our oldest and best known 


- 


universities whose influence is world- 
wide. 

What such a university could be in 
the life of the student he was eloquently 
unfolding. In his address he stressed 
the importance of a Christian back- 
ground and influence in an educational 
enterprise. 

Two of the university’s sons were 
standing together as they listened — one 
a teacher in the university itself, the 
other a classmate of his. Greatly im- 
pressed by the address, the latter ex- 
claimed, “That’s a great address, isn’t 
it?” “Yes, it is,” replied the other, “but 
I don’t believe that religion has any place 
in education.” There was no more to 





This article was originally published in Rev- 
elation, the’ monthly magazine, and is here 
Teprinted by permission. 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, LL.D. 


that dialogue. But just at that instant, 
a great principle in education had been 
touched upon and its validity utterly de- 
nied by the professor. That denial was 
a reflection of his own personal attitude 
toward the faith of our fathers and the 
expression of his educational theories at 
a thoroughly vital point. , 

After all, can we count an educational 
process, even for the life that now is, a 
well-founded, well-rounded process if 
the Christian faith is outlawed and the 
Bible counted as a literary curiosity? 

God says in His inerrantly inspired 
Word, “The fear of the Lord is the BE- 
GINNING of wisdom,” “of knowledge,” 
and His Word is profitable for “instruc- 
tion in righteousness.” As a well-known 
college president once said, “You can’t 
make God an elective subject.” 

It is well that the early foundation 
of large educational institutions has not 
been entirely forgotten in these bewil- 
dering days, since here and there one 
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finds the outcropping of the great prin- 
ciples of that foundation, not only in cer. 
tain colleges, but in the occasional pre- 
paratory school as well. Many parents 
and many young people who have been 
trained in the evangelical atmosphere 
are distressed at the thought of either 
permitting or sharing in that cold plunge 
into the life of an outwrrdly attractive, 
yet inwardly pagan institution, which is 
the disconcerting and dangerous lot of 
many today who are seeking a true — 
education. 

It seems almost incredible that 
thoughtful Christian homes will sanc- 
tion the launching of their young peo- 
ple into educational environments which, 
while furnishing much technical knowl- 
edge, will, in the deeper things, plunge 
their victims into a state of mental and 
spiritual chaos, or lighthearted denial of 
the great foundation truths. Yet many 
families are doing this, not only with 
regard to the college, but as to the pre- 
paratory school as well. ' 

If our faith is fundamental to a full- 
rounded, fruitful life on this earth, then 
it would seem that preparation for ef- 
fective and fruitful living and the build- 
ing up of an orderly, well-disciplined 
character must keep at the very center 
of its program the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ: and the truths for life that 
flow out from that Gospel. To those 
of us who do believe that the Gospel 
is absolutely essential to what may 
rightly be called life, here and here- 
after, there can be no question as to the 
viciousness of the educational theory 
which Offers cultural or technical ele- 
ments without the most vital of all. Just 
why some of us are willing to commit 
our young people to institutions where 
the very springs of life are either dry 
or poisoned, is one of the paradoxes of 
our thoughtless ways. 

But we are not compelled to do this. 
There are institutions where the Gos- 
pel has its rightful place, the Scriptures 
their proper emphasis, the training of 
Christian character its place of pre- 
eminence, with no neglect of the other 
elements of a thorough schooling to fit 
one for the tasks that confront the stu- 
dent as he looks beyond the schoolroom 
to that tremendously wide area beyond. 
The Stony Brook School is an outstand- 
ing example ofthe opportunity that is 
offered to those who will see the signifi- 
cance of that for which the school stands. 

The founders of the school had the 
right vision. They and others in. the 
school leadership have consistently given 
reality to that vision. The Stony Brook 
School was founded to demonstrate that 
a thoroughgoing correlation of evangel- 
ical Christianity with the entire curric- 
ulum and life of the preparatory school 
can be made. Over a period of twenty- 
four years the enterprise has proved by 
the results of its teachings and influence 
and by the approval of parents through. 
out the world that its plan is sound. 
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The school believes that “the most dan- 
gerous man is he whose mind is trained, 
but whose will is undisciplined, and 
whose morality is subservient to the 
gratification of self.” The school be- 
lieves that character springs from the 
effective, spiritual experience which re- 
sults from the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The school is not noncommittal in 
matters of religion and faith. Its stu- 
dents go out from the school taught in 
the faith that is the true source of char- 
acter and of right living. 

Having such considerations as these in 

—mind, a committee of the Board of 
Directors of the Stony Brook Assembly, 
an assembly widely known for its sum- 
mer conferences, made, in the spring of 
1921, preliminary plans for such a school 
on the conference grounds. On Septem- 
ber 13, 1922, the inaugural exercises were 
held in the auditorium of the Stony 
Brook Assembly, on the outskirts of a 
picturesque village on the north shore 
of Long Island, about fifty-three miles 
from New York City, in one of the most 
healthful parts of the United States. 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein (son of the late 
Arno C. Gaebelein), a highly trained edu- 
cator of splendid Christian background 
and character and varied gifts, was ap- 
pointed headmaster. Still in the prime 
of life, Dr. Gaebelein continues to direct 
the work of the school. 

The growth of this institution has 
taken it far beyond the experimental 
stage. Beginning with an enrollment of 
twenty-seven in one building, the school 
has grown to more than five times its 
original size. Moreover, it has attained 
not only a national but an international 
influence. The saying that the sun never 
sets upon the British Empire might be 
paraphrased in favor of Stony Brook. Very 
few Christian educational institutions are 
more widely known than the Stony Brook 
School. Boys from forty-three states of 
the Union and from Alaska, from three 
of our possessions, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
and the Philippines, and from thirty- 
four foreign countries have been trained 
at Stony Brook. For years the school 
has exercised a blessed and notable min- 
istry in educating, at considerably less 
than the usual cost, sons of ministers, 
foreign missionaries, and sons of Chris- 
tian parents whose financial resources 
prevent payment of the usual rates. 
Some of the most distinguished of am- 
bassadors of Christ have been upheld in 
their service by knowing that their sons 
were safe in the Christian atmosphere 
of Stony Brook. 

Up to the present time more than one 
thousand boys have been trained at the 

* school. About ninety per cent of all 
graduates have entered more than sixty 
of our principal universities and col- 
leges. On the spacious and beautiful 
campus of forty-five acres there are now 
three dormitory and school buildings; 
a beautiful chapel of the colonial type; 
a well-equipped fireproof infirmary; an 
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auditorium capable of seating a thou- 
sand persons which is also equipped as 
a gyninasium, Grosvenor House, the 
home of the headmaster; a field house; 
two athletic fields; fhree tennis courts; 
and an artesian well, supplying pure 
spring water for all purposes. 


A wise charter provision forbids the 
school from ever entering into debt for 
building or other capital purposes, hence 
it is free of all debt except current bills 
for supplies, and the like. Similarly the 
charter protects the school’s Christian 
principles, which are written into it. 

Here are six principles set forth in 
the purpose of the school that will indi- 
cate as well as anything else, the sound- 
ness of its ideals: (1) the school must 
be kept comparatively small with a cor- 
respondingly large staff of teachers; (2) 
masters must be thoroughly trained, 
well-qualified intellectually, and with 
positive Christian character; (3) the 
school must maintain an atmosphere that 
is consistent with its aim. (4) Christian 
things must have their rightful place — 
and that place is the first place; (5) a 
nice balance must be maintained be- 
tween the religious, academie, and 
recreative activities of the school; (6) 
the primary regard must ever be for 
the individual boy, though never to such 
a degree that the general welfare is 
imperiled. 

In the endeavor to carry out these 
ideals and principles, the life of the 
school is systematically organized. A 
balanced ration, intellectually and spir- 
itually, and physically as well, is main- 
tained in classroom, dining room, and on 
the athletic field. The health of the stu- 
dent is very carefully supervised. 

In a brief study like this, only a few 
features of the school life can be touched 
upon. It is a testimony to the spirit 
of the students to report that in 1924, 
at the request of the students themselves, 
a half-hour just before breakfast was 
set aside as a time for voluntary Bible 
reading and prayer. This custom is still 











widely followed throughout the school. 
All the boys gather daily at Hegeman 
Chapel. Each Sunday evening after the 
Christian Association meeting, the head- 
master and members of the faculty have 
“open house” for the boys. A concert 
course occupies a number of Saturday 
evenings during the school year. | The 
chapel services on Sunday morning and 
other school gatherings bring well- 
known speakers to the school. Any 
group of boys that hears such Christian 
leaders as Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer, Dr. 
J. Oliver Buswell, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 
Dr., J. Christie Innes, Dr. E. Schuyler 
English, Dr. Homer Hammontree, Dr. 
Harold S. Laird, Dr. C. Gordon Brown- 
ville, the Rev. James E. Mallis, and many 
other leading evangelicals, is highly 
privileged. 

Gne of the most vital pieces of Chris- 
tian work being done in any preparatory 
school is the deputation service of the 
Fellowship, a prayer group voluntarily 
meeting one evening a week around the 
fireplace in the headmaster’s study. For 
years this group has been sending out 
deputation speakers to give testimony in 
country churches. Over the years many 
souls have been saved in these meet- 
ings, and significant effects upon the 
lives of many young people have re- 
sulted. 

In the general curriculum Bible study 
has an exceptional place compared with 
other institutions. The Stony Brook 
Bible courses were officially approved 
in 1930 for Regent’s credits by the New 
York State Department of Education. 
Such is the standard of work in this 
subject that leading universities give 
Stony Brook graduates admission credit 
in it. Every boy in the school is re- 
quired to take the complete course in 
Bible, and a satisfactory grade in this 
work is required for graduation. The 
courses. give the student a broad knowl- 
edge of the contents of the Bible, as 
well as detailed studies of the books and 
separate themes. All this is correlated 
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with the other subjects in the cur- 
riculum, and is given an adequate place 
in the life and work of the student. 
The best way to get a true impression of 
the school is to visit it, walk over the 
spacious and beautiful campus, meet some 
of the boys, go out on the athletic field or 
in the gym, and notice the vigor and 
spirit of the boys there. Talk with the 
headmaster, Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, a 
New York University and Harvard man 
of the finest culture, a great lover and 
interpreter of music in which the boys 
share in those “open house” times in 
his home, a keen student of boys, a 
thoroughly sound evangelical believer 
in the faith “once for all delivered.” 
But if you cannot visit Stony Brook 
and are seriously interested, write to 
Mr. George C. Friend, Director of De- 
partment of Public Relations, the Stony 
Brook School, 720 Schaff Building, 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia 2, for the school 
catalogue, in which you will find some of 
the lovely views of the campus, and read 
more fully than can be get forth here, 
the details of the school management 
and curriculum. Ask yourself then, if 
it is not in just such an atmosphere as 
this that you would be glad to have your 
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boy trained for whatever calling you 
believe lies before him. If you do not 
have a boy of your own of school age, 
perhaps you will want to make it pos- 
sible for the school to accept more of 
the boys whose parents are anxious for 
them to spend their adolescent period 
under the expert Christian educational 
influences of Stony Brook. 

In order to make provision for many 
boys who apply for admittance, and 
who for lack of dormitory and classroom 
space cannot now be accepted, a new 
school building, the architect’s drawing 
for which is reproduced with this arti- 
cle, is being planned. It will make pos- 
sible an increase of about thirty-five 
per cent in the student body. Should 
any of Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times Family 
wish to aid in the attainment of this 
result, a letter addressed to Mr. Friend 
at the above address will receive prompt 
attention. 

Stony Brook does answer the question 
of a preparatory educational opportunity 
in which the Lord Jesus Christ, the Word 
of God, and the deep principles of Chris- 
tian living and service are given their 
rightful place. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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the Lesson 


Early preparation, prayer, and trust combine to meet difficult situations 


EACHING a Sunday school class has 

been my joy and privilege for over 
fifteen years, and since I started at an 
early age, I felt a great need for help- 
ful comments. Hence, when a friend 
introduced THe Sunpay Scnoot Trmes 
to me in my youth, it became my coun- 
selor and guide. This paper still comes 
to our home. 

Since these are days of specialization, 
and teaching by departments only, it 
would seem almost passé for one to say 
that any method will do for all. How- 
ever, I believe the following method can 
be applied to the Junior Department 
and from there on through the Sunday 
school. 

Because a teacher of any subject must 
be prepared, it is doubly true of one 
who is teaching God’s Word. Therefore, 
how I teach the lesson depends almost 
wholly upon how I have studied the les- 
son. I seek to read over the passage 
of Scripture dealing with the lesson, 
not only in the King James Version, 
but in as many translations as I have 
access to. It is most helpful to maintain 
the attitude of prayer while I am read- 
ing the Word so that the Holy Spirit 
can impress me with a fuller meaning 
of the passage. 

To help maintain a balance in my 
thinking, it has been helpful to me to 
read at least two or three commentators 
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on the lesson. Ordinarily I do not take 
notes. From this bulk reading, I lift 
out the best and most interesting notes 
and explanations and store them for 
future reference. In order for me to 
feel at ease and confident in front of 
my class, I must have a large background 
of resource material, which involves our 
next point. 

To follow out this standard I begin 
to study early enough in the week to 
have plenty of time for gathering mate- 
rial on the coming lesson. Sunday aft- 
ernoon or, evening has proved a good 
time for me to glance hurriedly over the 
next lesson, so that I will at least know 
the topic and what subject matter to 
be looking for outside of Biblical mate- 
rial. During the week as I glance 
through newspapers and magazines, I 
keep alert tc find something relative to 
the subject. At times there are talks, 
stories, or incidents told over the radio 
that will give light and information per- 
tinent to the lesson. If one is watchful 
and seeking wisdom, he will find it. 
Delivering what has thus been acquired 
is the next step. 

Why shouldn’t we who are the Lord’s 
children present His Word in the best 
possible way? As the teacher sits or 
stands before the class, he or she should 
look alive, pleasant, and intensely inter- 
ested. This is my aim, and I try to do it. 
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A smile goes a long way in welcoming 
people and making them feel at ease, 
and to go the “second mile” in greeting 
people, or pupils, pays big dividends. 
Of course the session opens with prayer, 
but this teacher prays audibly only 
when no one else present is able to do 
it. The more responsibility we place on 
members of the class, the greater will 
be their interest, and our joy. My pref- 
erence is to dispense with the record 
taking as soon as possible. Some schools 
even do this before the class session. 
With all these preliminaries over, we 
are ready to begin the lesson proper. 

Hastily, I review the main points of 
the last lesson, not going into detail, but 
asking pointed questions, the answers to 
which will indicate whether or not my 
teaching of last week registered. From 
here we go into the new work. When- 
ever possible, I favor having the whole 
Scripture portion read out loud, verse 
by verse, letting each one take part, un- 
less the class is too large. In that case, 
it has worked well for me to have the 
class read in unison. To vary the pro- 
gram, have different members take a 
turn in leading the class in responsive 
reading of the passage. 

In beginning the discussion, I turn 
attention to the Scripture passage and 
take each verse by itself. First I ex- 
plain it, and then ask questions relative 
to it. Easy ones are asked first, ques- 
tions that can easily be answered from 
the text. Then as we go along we seek 
out deeper meanings. It is well to com- 
pare Scripture with Scripture, gnd this 
process of referring the class to many pas- 
sages on the given subject helps to 
strengthen faith in the Word of God. I 
am never satisfied to give just the story, 
or local setting, for there is always so 
much more. “Seek and ye shall find” 
applies here. Since “faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of 
Goa,” it behooves those of us who teach 
His Word always to have in our minds 
the objective of leading souls to the 
Lord Jesus as Saviour, or into a closer 
walk with our wonderful Lord. 

After the local setting and narrative 
has been taken care of, it is my purpose 
to apply the truths of the lesson to the 
present situations in the daily lives of 
the pupils. If the members of my class 
are still in school, the truth is stressed 
that God is with them there and inter- 
ested in their activities of home, school, 
and play. If my class is made up of 
young adults, or adults, I try to show 
how the study at hand can have its 
application in their lives at the shop, 
office, or store. Knowing that all of us, 
because we are human, have problems, 
it is my desire to make the teaching as 
personal as possible. 

At times, I find it helpful to teacher 
and class to urge several to take part 
in the discussion. Many interesting side 
lights will come forth this way, and it 


(Continued on page 465) 
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LESSON 9. JUNE 2. FRIENDS AT BETHANY | 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 14:3-9; Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-44; 12:1-3, Galatians 5:13c; 
printed text, Mark 14:3-9; Luke 10:38-42,; John 11:1-3 


Golden Text.—Let us love one another: for love is of God.—1 John 4:7 


Kine James VERsion 

Mark 14:3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the 
leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster 
box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the 
box, and poured it .on his head. 

4 And there were some that had indignation within them- 
selves, and said, Why was this waste of the ointment made? 

5 For it might have betn sold for more than three hundred 
penee, and have been given to the poor. And they murmured 
against her. 

6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath 
wrought a good work on me. 

7 For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye 
will ye may do them good: but me ye*have not always. : 

8 She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to 
anoint my body to the burying. 

9 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath 
done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. 


Luke 10:38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered 


into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha 
received him into her house. 

39 And she had a sister: called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ 
feet, and heard his word. 

40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came 
to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath 
left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. 

41 And Jesus answered and said unto her,- Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many things: 

42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away from her. 


John 11:1 Now a certain man was: sick, named Lazarus, of 
Bethany, the town of Mary’and her sister Martha. 

2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, 
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was 
sick.) 

8 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, 
he whom thou lovest is sick. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Paster of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicage 


Approach to the Lesson ai 


Tx home at Bethany, where Mary, 
Martha, and Lazarus dwelt, was, for 
our blessed Lord, one of the bright- 
est spots on earth. It was one place 
where He was always welcome and 
where His mission was understood to a 
large extent. Mary, perhaps, entered 
into His thoughts better than the others, 
for she learned at His feet what may 
have been hidden from her busier sister, 
and even from Lazarus himself. To these 
three, the Lord Jesus could allow His 
_affection to go out in a way He could 
not always do toward others. We read 
that Jesus “loved Martha, and her sister, 
and Lazarus” (John 11:5), and it is very 
evident that they appreciated and recip- 
rocated. that affection, for, when the 
brother was ill, the sisters thought it 
was quite sufficient to send a messen- 
ger to Jesus to say to Him, “He whom 
thou lovest is sick” (John 11:3). 

I know that some take it for granted 
that there are two women involved in 
the different accounts of the anointing 
of the Lord in Béthany, but to me this 
seems utterly preposterous in view of the 
fact that practically the same conversa- 
tion is given in each account. In each 
instance the disciples object to the waste 
of the ointment, on the ground that it 
might have been sold for three hundred 
pence and given-to the poor, and in each 
case the Lord says that what this woman 
has done shall be told for a memorial 
of her wherever the Gospel is preached. 
To me these words prove conclusively 
that it:was Mary of Bethany, the sister 


of Martha and Lazarus, who anointed 
the Lord, and only she. 


It is interesting to note how the Holy 
Spirit speaks of Bethany as “the town 
of Mary and ... Martha.” Doubtless, 
many important people lived in this sub- 
urban city, so nigh to Jerusalem, and 
one might have identified it more natu- 
rally with them than with this quiet, 
unassuming family. But to God it was 
their town, because they loved and be- 
lieved in His Son. May this not be 
more than@a hint of the way the Lord 
looks upon our cities and villages today, 
valuing them, not as the places of resi- 
dence of those great in the eyes of the 
world — whose names are prominent in 
political, scientific, or business circles — 
but rather as the place where some of 
His saints dwell who are numbered 
among the “quiet in the land” (Psa. 35: 
20), the poor of this world, rich in faith 
(Jas. 2:5), unknown to men, yet well 
known.to God (2 Cor. 6:9). 


The Historical Setting 


Bethany, which still exists, is a village 
(though once a small city) located on 
the northeastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives, within easy walking distance of 
Jerusalem. It was there that the fam- 
ily of three dwelt, in whose home Jesus 
was entertained on various occasions 
when ministering in Judea. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 14:3.—“The house of Simon the 
leper.” We know nothing as to this man, 
but the presumption is that he had been 
a leper and was cleansed by Jesus. The 
“woman having an alabaster box of oint- 
ment” was Mary, of whose act of de- 
votion we also read in Jgigm 12> She 
considered nothing too precious for 


. ointment made?” 


Jesus, upon whose head, and feet also 
(as Jobn tells) she poured the spikenard 
as He reclined at the table. It was a 
beautiful tribute to the One whom she 
recognized as the promised Messiah. 


Verse 4—“Why was this waste of the 
Judas, we know from 
John’s account, was the prime spirit in 
this murmur of discontent. It indicated 
how. little he and the rest understood 
of the events‘soon to take place, though 
Jesus had foretold them again and again. 
Mary anointed His body beforehand for 
its burial (v. 8). 


Verse 5.—“It. might have been sold for 
... three hundred pence, and have been 
given to the poor.” The Roman penny 
or denarius was a silver coin of a little 
less value than our. twenty-five. cent 
piece, but it had far greater purchasing 
power, and was the ordinary wage of 
a laboring nfan in those days; so that, ac- 
cording to the computation of Judas, 
the ointment represented a full year’s 
wages, if the sabbath and special feast 
days be omitted. is seemed too. much 
to lavish on Jesus.. The suggestion that 
it might rather have been used in alms- 
giving did not mean, however, that Judas 
cared for the poor. We are told it was 
because he was a thief and kept the bag 
and bare away what was put therein 
(John 12:6, literal rendering). 


Verse 6.—“Let her alone;,. . . she hath 
wrought a good work on me.” Jesus 
always appreciated every evidence of 
sincere affection, and He placed a high 
value upon Mary’s act of devotion. 


Verse 7.—“Ye have the poor with you 
always ... me ye have not always.” 
It is ever right and proper to minister 
to the needy, who.can always be found 
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if we desire to help them. Such min- 
istry is commendable at’ all times. But 
Jesus was about to leave them, and Mary 
seemed to realize this. 


Verse 8.—“She hath done what she 
could.” There can be no higher com- 
mendation than this. All cannot do 
great things for Christ, but it is well if 
each one does what he can as unto the 
Lord Himself. 


Verse 9.—‘Wheresoever this gospel 
shall be preached. . . this also that she 
hath done shall be spoken of for a 
memorial of her.” Mary had no thought 
that day that her kindly expression of 
love for the rejected King was to make 
her name known throughout the entire 
world; yet so it was, for the. story is 
told in three of the Gospels and has 
been carried throughout every land 
where Christ is preached. 


Luke 10:38.—“A certain woman named 
Martha received him into her house.” 
This was on a previous occasion to the 
one we have been considering. The 
suggestion seems plausible that Martha 
was the eldest of the trio and the owner 
of the house. 


Verse 39.—“Mary ... sat at Jesus’ 
feet, and heard his word.” Mary de- 
lighted to take the seat of a learner. 
She reveled in the truth Christ came 
to reveal, and found her chief joy in sit- 
ting at His feet. To. some she would 
seem to be dreamy and impractical, but 
Jesus appreciated her deep interest in 
His message and her love for Himself. 


Verse 40.—“Martha was cumbered 
about much serving.” Martha, who, as 
suggested, was probably the older sis-. 
ter, was perhaps of a more practical 
turn of mind than Mary, and mani- 
fested her love by service. There was 
nothing wrong in this. Her failure con- 
sisted in the fact that she became some- 
what censorious of her sister and al- 
lowed herself to be anxious and troubled 
regarding her own household duties. 
There is a touch of self-pity in her com- 
plaint, “Dost thou not care that my sis- 
ter hath left me to serve alone?” 


Verse 41.—“Martha, Martha, thou art 
careful and troubled about many things.” 
The Lord’s words were in the nature of 
a gentle rebuke because she had become 
so taken up with her work that she 
failed to appreciate, for the moment, that 
which was of greater importance, 
namely, heart-occupation with Christ. 
Service should never be divorced from 
the spirit of worship. 

Verse 42.—“One thing is needful: and 
Mary hath chosen that good part, which 
shall not. be taken away from her.” It 
might be rendered, “Of one thing there 
is need,” that .is, the one prime neces- 
sity is to be subject to Christ in all 
things. This was what characterized 
Mary, and this He would have her con- 
tinue to enjoy. Observe that the one 
thing needful, in this instance, was not 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
& May 26.—Finding a New Sense of 
Values (Temperance Lesson). 
Luke 12; 18:24-30; 19:1-10; 1 Timothy 6:17 
Next Week’s Lesson 
10. June 9.—Training for Service. 
* Mark 6:7-13; Luke 10:1-20; 14:25-27 








the salvation of the soul, but heart- 
enjoyment of Christ. 


John 11:1—*“A certain man was sick, 
named Lazarus.” This is the first time 
we read of a brother to the two de- 
voted sisters. His illness and subsequent 
death afforded the Lord Jesus*the op- 
portunity to give one of the most con- 
vincing proofs of His deity. 

Verse 2.—“It was that Mary which 
anointed the Lord with ointment ... 
whose brother Lazarus was sick.” These 
words were inserted here for identifica- 
tion purposes, though the actual anoint- 
ing did not take place until some days 
later. 

Verse 3.—“Lord, behold, he whom thou 
lovest is sick.” Nothing more was needed. 
They knew the Lord Jesus Christ would 
understand who was meant. And He 
did, but He waited till Lazarus was dead 
before responding. Then He came to 
raise him and so to give a remarkable 
testimony to the reality of His. claim to 
be the Messiah of Israel, the Son of the 
living God. He does not always answer 
our prayers in our way. But His way 
is always best. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In these three friends of Jesus we 
have illustrated three things that should 
characterize all believers in Him. In 
Martha we see service, whiéh is at its 
best when free from worry and anxiety 
and done as unto the Lord Himself. 
In Mary we see discipleship and wor- 
ship. She delighted to take the place 
of a learner at the feet of Jesus and to 
pour out her choicest treasure upon Him. 
Lazarus, who sat at table with Him 
(John. 12:2), speaks of communion or 
fellowship. Blessed it is when all these 
characteristics are seen in any one indi- 
vidual ! 


Lesson Outline 
THREE FRIENDS OF JESUS 
Martha—Serving, but troubled (Luke 
10: 40) 
Mary—Learning at Jesus’ feet (Luke 
10: 39) 
Lazarus—Raised to new life (John 
11: 43, 44) 
Martha—Serving in gladness. (John 12:2) 
Mary—Worshiping reverently (Mark 
14:3; John 12:3) 
Lazarus—At the table in commun- 
ion (John 12:2) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Heart-Devotion to Christ. The Lord 

Jesus Christ did not undervalue Martha’s 

service, although He gently rebuked her 
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when she would have drawn Mary away 
from her place at His feet; neither was 
He unconcerned about the needs of the 
poor because He rebuked the disciples 
for suggesting that the ointment poured 
on Him was wasted. But He sought to 
impress upon His friends and disciples 
that there is something more important 
than any type of service or ministry to 
mankind and that is, heart-devotion to 
Himself. 


Summaries and Applications 


When we become cumbered or worried 
about our work for Christ we fail in 
the very thing we are attempting to do. 

The more the heart is taken up with 
the Lord Himself, the more acceptable 
will our service become. 

Nothing is wasted which is lavished 
on Jesus-our Lord. He deserves the best 
we have. He gave all for us. 

Mary’s act of worship was an apt 
illustration of what we read in the Song 
of Solomon (chap. 1:12). She recognized 
in Jesus Israel’s true King. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT did Martha’s querulous demand 
imply? 

2. What was the one thing needful 
for which Jesus commended Mary? 
3. What was it about Martha that Christ 
rebuked? 
4. What is implied by sitting at the table 
with Jesus? 


5. Should a Christian talk to members of 
the family about taking Christ as Saviour 
if it causes antagonism and friction? 


6. Which is more important for a grow- 
ing Christian, service or worship? 


7. Why did Christ go to the homes of 
sinners? 


8. Why does not the Lord always answer 
our prayers at once in the way we desire? 
(Answers on page 464) 


_ The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“There came a woman having an 
alabaster box of ointment of spikenard 
very precious; and she brake the box, 
and poured it on his head” (Mark 1é4: 
3).—While in Egypt, it was my privilege 
to enter King Tut-ankh-amen’s tomb, 
and to see the treasures found therein. 
Among the most interesting to me were 
the two large, exquisite alabaster vases 
filed with perfume. .Although this per- 
fume was 3,000 years old, it had not lost 
its fragrance ! 

This woman’s act of breaking the ala- 
baster box and pouring the ointment on 
the Lord Jesus came to mind. Fragrance 
filled the house that memorable day; 
and in a spiritual sense the fragrance 
of her worshipful deed has been filling 
the world ever since, for the Lord com- 
manded that what she had done. be 






































Lesson for June 2 


spoken of for a memorial of her wher- 
ever the Gospel should be preached. 
Certainly that fragrance shall never lose 
its potency—even in eternity! So it 
is with all precious possessions poured 
out in the name of Christ. The fra- 
grance released thereby shall infinitely 
outlast that found in King Tut’s tomb, 
and all others made for earthly kings 
and queens. 


“Why was this waste of the ointment 
made?” (Mark 14:4.)—At the conclusion 
of an open-air service in Chicago, a 
listener took the young preacher aside 
and said: “You are wasting your life, 
effort, and influence in this way. There’s 
nothing to this preaching business. Why 
don’t you go in for making something 
of yourself in the world?” 

The young man replied, “If only one 
soul is saved through my instrumentality 
after a lifetime spent in this ‘preaching 
business,’ I shall be satisfied with my 
investment; for the Lord Jesus said, 
‘What shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?’ ” 

“You’re hopeless,” said the worldling, 
as he walked away from the preacher. 

It is singular how men consider money 
and substance spent on the Lord Jesus as 
good as wasted, but if spent on self, they 
think of it as a good investment. The 
Psalmist said, “Men will praise’ thee, 
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when thou doest well to thyself” (Psa. 
49:18). 


Where is the missionary who has not 
been asked by relative, friend, neighbor, 
or former workmate: “Why waste your 
life? Why bury yourself among the 
heathen?” The Lord’s answer to such 
questions would be the same as to those 
who criticized the woman. “Let her 
alone. . . . She hath done what she 
could.” The Lord’s hearty commenda- 
tion more than offsets man’s indignant 
condemnation. 


“For it might have been sold for more 
than three hundred pence, and have 
been given to the poor” (Mark 14:5).— 
At the rate of a penny (a Roman de- 
narius) a day (Matt. 20:2), omitting the 
Sabbaths and all holy days, 300 pence 
would approximate a laborer’s wages 
for a year. 


Truly that was “very precious” spike- 
nard, ' In their pretended interest in the 
poor, these critics should have recalled 
the fact that the One on whom the oint- 
ment was poured was so poor that He 
could say, “Foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son 
of man hath not where to lay his head.” 

And when He was asked about the 
justice of paying taxes, He said, “Shew 
me a penny.” And this poor Man was 
about to be killed and was anointed 
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aforehand for His burial by this devoted 
woman. 

King Solomon said, “Ointment and 
perfume rejoice the heart” (Prov. 27:9). 
Never did ointment and perfume fulfill 
their purpose better than on this poor 
Man who was on His way to Calvary 
to enrich eternally every poor sinner 
who places his faith in Him. 

“And a certain woman named ‘Mar- 
tha received him into her house” (Luke 
10:38).—It cost Martha something to 
receive the Lord Jesus into her house, 
“for the Jews had agreed already, that 
if any man did confess that he was 
Christ, he should be put out of the 
synagogue” (John By): a Paes 

I once memoriz et hip 
“The Skeptic’s Dau -whitt4 n 
comes to mind ds.af illustration of the 
cost to some persons of receiving Christ 
into heart and life. 4s, 9 

This skeptic’s daugt wae vey ha 
ented — especially along musical lines: 


She attended xebere 
came under®the oon er of ube 
Word of God, preached i e’ energy 


of the Holy Spirit. She received Him 
whom to know is life eternal, and im- 
mediately became deeply concerned re- 
garding the spiritual condition of her 
parents. 

Her father was furious and drove her 
from home. She left with a prayer in 
her heart and a song on her lips. Her 
joyous life and sweet testimony were 
soon blessed of the Lord to the con- 
viction and conversion of her parents 
—and to a happy reunion with them 
under the Saviour’s banner of love. 

Regardless of the price it costs one — 
in the matter of criticism, persecution, 
and excommunication, it is’ abundantly 
worth paying to receive the Christ of 
God, for He is “altogether lovely.” 

“But Martha was cumbered about 
much serving” (Luke 10:40).—Other 
versions render the word “cumbered” 
as “distracted” and “worried.” The 
Lord forbids worry. He would have us 
free from all anxieties, so gives us the 
wonderful privilege 6f casting all our 
care upon Him (1 Pet. 5:7; Phil. 4:6, 7). 
Service is a grand thing, and the Lord 
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thoroughly appreciates it, but it is not 


to be rendered in a distracted and wor- 
ried frame of heart and mind. 

Every housekeeper has “many things” 
to attend to—so does every servant of 
, the Lord — but the “many things” must 
be in right relation to that “one thing 
needful,” sitting at His feet and hearing 
His Word. ‘ 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 


blessing upon the contents of the paper. ~ 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord 
Jesus, we thank Thee for the tender 
compassion and gentleness of Thy teach- 
ing, as Thou seest our anxieties and dis- 
tractions. We would learn the quietness 
of mind with which Thou didst move 
through the everyday associations. We 
would learn what things are of first 
importance, and how we may best util- 
ize precious time. We pray that Thou 
wilt forgive our worry and our over- 


attention to the material things around, 


us. May we understand. better what is 
needful, and in greater simplicity sit 
at Thy feet to learn of Thee. In Thy 
dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson—Do you think Mar- 
tha was a good housekeeper? Is there 
such a thing as doing too much for a 
guest? If the Lord Jesus should be a 
guest in your home, you would want to 
make it all as comfortable,for Him as 
possible. But wouldn’t it really trouble 
Him to find you so busy with getting 
together a lot of things for Him, that 
you would not have time to let Him do 
for you all that. He might? The word 
“cumbered” in our lesson means in the 
Greek, “distracted.” Martha was. just 
distracted about te preparations for 
Jesus, and some of the best Bible stu- 
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dents believe that when, He said to her, 
“But one thing is needful,” He meant 
that just a single dish would be quite 
enough. It is evident on this visit He 
wanted not a large meal, but a quiet 
opportunity so that the sisters might 
hear His word. Is there danger today 
among us that we may be so anxious 
and fussy about the things we want to 
do for the Lord Jesus that we shall 
have no time to hear Him? Listening is 
so often, on our part, more pleasing 
ta Him than what we call activity. 
There is a time for both. But do we 
give enough time to just listening to 
Him? May we.learn the lesscn that He 
was teaching to Martha! Let us pray. 


e 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus Visits in the Home of Friends 
(Luke 10:38-42; Jehn 12:1-3) 


IDAY’S lesson is a very lovely one, 
telling us about Jesus visiting in the 
home of some of His very best friends, 
Mary and Martha and Lazarus, and that 
of Simon the leper. Simon may have 
been one of the lepers Jesus healed. 
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They all lived at Bethany, a little town 
just a short walk outside of Jerusalem, 
and Jesus and His distiples must have 
stopped often at Bethany for a rest, or a 
meal. 

The two sisters were very different. 
Martha was a model housekeeper. She 
was one who would have the whole 
house spotless, the floors scrubbed, the 
windows shining, the curtains freshly 
laundered, a delicious dinner cooking, 
and still she would be worrying and 
fussing around, trying to do a little more, 
or afraid things were not going to turn 
out all right. 

When Jesus came, Martha was so busy 
with her housekeeping that she didn’t 
have time to talk with Him, but Mary 
dropped everything to listen to Him. 
Then Martha complained to Him, “Don’t 
you care, Lord, that Mary has left me 
to work alone? Tell her to come and 
help me.” 

But Jesus said, “Martha, Martha, you 
are so careful and troubled about many 
things, but one thing is needful, and 
Mary has chosen that good part, and it 
shall not be taken away from her.” Mary 
was the one who had time to listen to 
the Lord. 

But the Lord loved Martha, as well as 
Mary and Lazarus. You remember how 
they sent for Jesus when Lazarus was 
sick, but He did not come until after 
Lazarus was dead. Martha and Mary 


. ‘both said exactly the same words to Him, 


“Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died.” Then Jesus 
raised him from the dead, and many 
believed in the Lord because of that 
miracle. 

The last visit to the home of these 
friends was just a week before the death 
of Jesus on the cross,‘and they made 
a supper for, Him. Probably the dis- 
ciples were there and other friends. 
Martha served, and Lazarus sat at the 
table with the guests. Then Mary brought 
a costly jar of perfume, an alabaster jar 
of spikenard, both the, jar and the per- 
fume being very precious, and she broke 
the beautiful jar or vase, and poured 
the perfume over the head and the feet 
of the Lord Jesus, and wiped His feet 
with her hair. The whole house was 
filled with the sweet odor. 

Mary was the only one of the Lord’s 
disciples who understood that He was 
going to die and be raised again from 
the dead, and this anointing with the 
precious perfume was because He was 
to be buried, and it was their custom 
to anoint bodies for burial. Jesus said that 
this story of Mary would be told wher- 
ever the Gospel was preached, and it 
has been. 

This home was the place that was most 
like a home to the Lord Jesus of any place 
on earth, after He left His boyhood home 
in Nazareth. How wonderful for those in 
that home to have the Lord Jesus Christ 
as a frequent visitor ! But we have some- 
thing better than that — we can have Him 
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come into our hearts and into our homes, 
and stay always. Have you asked Him 
to come into your heart? 

Into my heart, into my heart, 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus; 

Come in today, come in to stay, 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there were probably 

very few homes open to the Lord 
Jesus Christ; that is, homes where they 
knew Him intimately and where He 
could feel welcome at any time He 
might wish to drop in for a meal or 
to spend the night. On one occasion 
“a certain scribe came, and said unto 
him, Master, I will follow thee whither- 
soever thou goest. And Jesus saith unto 
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him, The foxes have holes, and the birds 
of the air have nests; but the Son of 
man hath not where to lay his head” 
(Matt. 8:19, 20). 

But there were a few homes, we may 
believe, which were open to Him. I 
think He would be wel¢orne in the home 
of Zacchzus in Jericho, following that 
first dinner He ate there. He was most 
likely a welcome guest in Peter’s home 
at Capernaum, and maybe at the homes 
of other disciples. He was at dinner in 
the home of “Simon the leper” (prob- 
ably one whom the Lord Jesus 
had healed) in Bethany when Mary 
broke her alabaster box of ointment 
and poured it upon His head; but the 
home of Mary and Martha and their 
brother Lazarus, in Bethany, seems to 
stand out in the record as the one where 
He could “make Himself at home” more 
than in any other. They loved Him 
there. 

Had you ever thought of it, fellows: 
In whose home in your town would the 
Lord Jesus find the warmest welcome if 
He should suddenly arrive, unan- 
nounced? Would it not likely be some 
home where the members could mention 
His name affectionately without restraint 
and with perfect frankness, where His 
Word is read every day, with united 
prayer, where there is a genuine de- 
sire and a real honest-to-goodness effort 
made to live by His teachings? Would 
that be your home? 

Of course, when He comes, as He will 
at some unexpected moment, it will be 
in the clouds as He was seen to go; but 
it will be a matter of. supreme impor- 
tance when He does arrive, of more im- 
portance than housekeeping, or school, 
or business, or social engagements, even 
of more importance than international 
relations and the atomic bomb! For 
when He comes, all those things will 
suddenly lose their value, their signifi- 
cance, or their threat, as the case may 
be, and the one thing that will matter 
over and above all. others, and to the 
exclusion of all others, will be the tre- 
mendous fact that He has arrived, as 
He said He would. The paramount 
question in that moment will be, “Am I 
ready for Him? Is His coming a glad 
and glorious event for me?” 

Greenssoro, N. C. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus and His Friends at Bethany 
(Luke 10:38-42; Jobn 12:1-8) 


AN someone tell how this man (hola 

up one of the ovals used in the 
“circle of the Lord Jesus’ friends,” bear- 
ing the name of Zacchzus) came to be 
a friend of the Lord Jesus? Was the 
Lord Jesus with you in your home this 
week? Did you let Him help you to get 
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along with your brothers and sisters? 
There were two sisters and their 


brother in Bethany, about two miles 
from Jerusalem, where the Lord Jesus 
liked to visit when He was on earth. 
You can find the ndmes of these people 
in John 11:5. There is a story about 
each in the Bible. Two girls and a boy 
are to tell us the stories. (If you hap- 
pen to have two sisters, or a brother 
and sister combination in your class, 
assign the corresponding reports to 
them.) 

First the story about busy, hard-work- 
ing Martha (Luke 10:38-42). If we take 
the Lord Jesus into our homes, we will 
have some of the same experiences as 
these three friends had. Sometimes He 
will have to reprove us as He did Mar- 
tha. Can you think of any time this last 
week when He made you feel you had 
done something wrong, or not done some- 
hing you ought to have done? Do you find 
fault with your sister or brother as Mar- 
tha did? Do you spend so much time 
on work and play and studies that you 
do not have time for listening to the 
Lord’s words in Bible reading and 
prayer? 

Now the story of the dead and buried 
Lazarus (John 11:17-44). When trouble 
and sorrow come into our homes, it is 
so wonderful to have the Lord Jesus 
there to comfort us with His promises! 
Even though we die as Lazarus did, the 
Lord has power to give us life, and has 
promised that we shall live forever with 
Him. “He that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live” (John 
11:25). Is that promise yours so that 
if on the way home from Sunday school 
a car ran over you and killed you, you 
would be safe forever with the Lord 
Jesus? 

Last, the story of the loving Mary 
(John 12:1-3). Each of the three did 
something for the Lord Jesus when He 
came to supper. Martha waited on tables, 
Lazarus entertained Him at the table. 
Mary made a generous and unexpected 
gift which showed her love. She could 
have kept the perfume to use on her- 
self, or she could have sold it and bought 
something nice for herself. But, no, she 
gave it all with her deep love to the 
Saviour. I wonder if, you love your 


Saviour .enough to give Him something 


dear to you. What is your treasure that 
you will bring next Sunday? 

This may lead to a curious collection of 
childish valuables. Try to plan some dis- 
posal of them which can be interpreted 
by the children as using them for Christ. 
Toys and books may go to the needy, 
money to the mission field. Perhaps a 
sincere self-denial on the part of the 
children may be used as an object les- 
son to their elders in some service of 
the church. 

There is an old story of the little girl 
who told her mother that she wanted to 
give the Lord Jesus a gift. “Choose 
your best-loved doll, get your wraps, and 
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come with me,” replied her mother. 
After a long trip to a shabby part of the 
city, they entered a room where a pale 
child lay asleep. “Put your doll be- 
side her where she will find it when 
she wakes,” whispered the mother. “But 
I wanted to give her to the Lord Jesus,” 
objected the~- girl later. The mother 
opened her Bible t) Matthew 25:40, and 
the girl was happy. 


BucksPort, MAINE. 
we 


The Heetation Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ius and explaining the conditions upon which 
llustrations are accepted may be had from 
es for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
{lmetration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
ot ad be ty mo & earlier “Illustration Round 


is given to illustrations 
on the printed lemon text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 


imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Atmosphere fer Growth.—Let us love 
one another: for love is of God (1 John 
4:7, Golden Text). Dr. Jowett at one 
time told the story that when Ian Mac- 
laren was in his first pastorate in Edin- 
burgh he was assistant to a man who 
chilled his young colleague with nega- 
tive counsels and with the cold and 
blighting atmosphere of constant criti- 
cism. The young preacher began to feel 
that the ministry was not his appointed 
sphere and he almost decided to aban- 
don it. Then ¢ame a call to the secluded 
ministry of Glenalmond, and here he 
passed out of negations into affirmatives. 
The atmosphere became genial and invit- 
ing. The young minister still stumbled 
in his speech and was often awkward 
in his delivery. But mark how an old 
Highlander spoke to him after a more 
than usually difficult morning: “If you 
are a-getting fast for a word or a 
thought, just give out a psalm and we'll 
sing it, for we are all a-loving you and 
praying for you.” And that atmosphere 
made John Watson a preacher.—From 
Gospel and Rescue Journal. Sent by 
Lillian S. Burtch, Otego, N. Y. 
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Her Alabaster Box.—There came a 
woman having an alabaster box of 
ointment of spikenard very precious; 
and she brake the box, and poured 
it on his head (Mark 14:3). Hud- 
son Taylor tells us that after a great 
missionary meeting at Cardiff: he re- 
ceived a letter from a widow, who 
said: “I could not put into your hand 
yesterday any money or jewels, for my 
husband is dead and we have hard shifts 
to live. But I have one jewel—my 
daughter. She has long wanted to go. 
I could not let her go from my care, 
but last night I gave my alabaster box 
of very precious ointment to Christ; 
and if you will see to her going out 
snow, I will be glad to send her.”—From 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. Sent by 
Mrs. Robert Vining, Franklin Square, 
B. %. 


Her “Lord’s Treasury.”—She hath done 
what she could (Mark 14:8). Years 
ago Dr. Henry Jessup, a faithful mis- 
sionary in Syria, was calling on Mr. 
John H. Converse of Philadelphia, seek- 
ing help for the Syrian Protestant Col- 
lege in Beirut. After giving him a gen- 
erous check, Mr, Converse handed him 
the name and address of a friend, ask- 
ing Dr. Jessup to call on her, saying 
he believed that she would help him 
financially. Dr. Jessup was astounded to 
locate her residence on the top floor 
of a tenement house. Entering the door 
he found an elderly lady putting bristles 
in the wood backs of scrubbing brushes. 
Eagerly she listened to his story. Tak- 
ing one of two bags from a nail on the 
wall, she said: “This is the Lord’s treas- 
ury. I am able to lay by something for 
Him, after I have met my needs. What- 
ever is in His bag today is for you.” 
She counted out thirty-seven cents into 
his hands, as the tears rolled down his 
face, saying she was so glad to be able 
to give it, and that she was certain the 
Lord would bless its use. They knelt in 
prayer together. Then Dr. Jessup took 
those . thirty-seven cents up and down 
this land and told their story. They 
brought thousands of dollars for his 
Syrian college. She loved much. She 
drew the line between her wants and 
her\needs with eager joy—From Gospel 
Herald. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


Scorn for His Sake.—She hath done 
what she -could (Mark 14:8). A mis- 
sionary tells of: a poor girl in Ceylon 
who had received a little patrimony as 
her marriage portion, because without 
her dowry she could not hope to be 
wedded. But: when the Lord saved her 
soul, and the little native church wanted 
to build a chapel, she brought her entire 
fortune and handed it over to purchase 
the site for the chapel, and so she not 
only gave her all, but all the prospects of 
her future marriage and home, and went 
back to a life of lonely toil and the scorn 
of her people because of her love for 
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Him who had given His life and all His , 
earthly honors and comforts for her sal- 
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had a sister called Mary, which also sat 
at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word (Luke 
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whom thou lovest is sick (John 11:3). 


A clergyman visiting in the sick wards 
of a workhouse in a crowded city was oo 
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ure, Nurse, but he is asleep.” “No,” she E S © 
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From the Platform 

By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord 
Jesus, we thank Thee for the tender 


compassion and gentleness of Thy teach- 
ing, as Thou seest our anxieties and dis- 


. tractions. We would learn the quietness 


of mind with which Thou didst move 
through the everyday associations. We 
would learn what things are of first 
importance, and how we may best util- 
ize precious time. We pray that Thou 
wilt forgive our worry and our over- 


attention to the material things around, 


us. May we understand better what is 
needful, and in greater simplicity sit 
at Thy feet to learn of Thee. In Thy 
dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson—Do you think Mar- 
tha was a good housekeeper? Is there 
such a thing as doing too much for a 
guest? If the Lord Jesus should be a 
guest in your home, you would want to 
make it all as comfortable,for Him as 
possible. But wouldn’t it really trouble 
Him to find you so busy with getting 
together a lot of things for Him, that 
you would not have time to let Him do 
for you all that He might? The word 
“cumbered” in our lesson means in the 
Greek, “distracted.” Martha was just 
distracted about tpe preparations for 
Jesus, and some of the best Bible stu- 
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Y TTENTIVE 
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dents believe that when, He said to her, 
“But one thing is needful,” He meant 
that just a single dish would be quite 
ehough. It is evident on this visit He 
wanted not a large meal, but a quiet 
opportunity so that the sisters might 
hear His word. Is there danger today 
among us that we may be so anxious 
ahd fussy about the things we want to 
do for the Lord Jesus that we shall 
have no time to hear Him? Listening is 
so often, on our part, more pleasing 
to Him than what we call activity. 
There is a time for both. But do we 
give enough time to just listening to 
Him? May we learn the lesson that He 
was teaching to Martha! Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


e 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Visits in the Home of Friends 
(Luke 10:38-42; Jehn 12:1-3) 


IDAY’S lesson is a very lovely one, 
telling us about Jesus visiting in the 
home of some of His very best friends, 
Mary and Martha and Lazarus, and that 
of Simon the leper. Simon may have 
been one of the lepers Jesus healed. 
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They all lived at Bethany, a little town 
just a short walk outside of Jerusalem, 
and Jesus and His distiples must have 
stopped often at Bethany for a rest, or a 
meal. 

The two sisters were very different. 
Martha was a model housekeeper. She 
was one who would have the whole 
house spotless, the floors scrubbed, the 
windows shining, the curtains freshly 
laundered, a delicious dinner cooking, 
and still she would be worrying and 
fussing around, trying to do a little more, 
or afraid things were not going to turn 
out all right. 

When Jesus came, Martha was so busy 
with her housekeeping that she didn’t 
have time to talk with Him, but Mary 
dropped everything to listen to Him. 
Then Martha complained to Him, “Don’t 
you care, Lord, that Mary has left me 
to work alone? Tell her to come and 
help me.” 

But Jesus said, “Martha, Martha, you 
are so careful and troubled about many 
things, but one thing is needful, and 
Mary has chosen that good part, and it 
shall not be taken away from her.” Mary 
was the one who had time to listen to 
the Lord. . 

But the Lord loved Martha, as well as 
Mary and Lazarus. You remember how 
they sent for Jesus when Lazarus was 
sick, but He did not come until after 
Lazarus was dead. Martha and Mary 
both said exactly the same words to Him, 
“Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died.” Then Jesus 
raised him from the dead, and many 
believed in the Lord because of that 
miracle. ’ 

The last visit to the home of these 
friends was just a week before the death 
of Jesus on the cross,‘and they made 
a supper for. Him. Probably the dis- 
ciples were there and other friends. 
Martha served, and Lazarus sat at the 
table with the guests. Then Mary brought 
a costly jar of perfume, an alabaster jar 
of spikenard, both the, jar and the per- 
fume being very precious, and she broke 
the beautiful jar or vase, and poured 
the perfume over the head and the feet 
of the Lord Jesus, and wiped His feet 
with her hair. The whole house was 
filled with the sweet odor. 

Mary was the only one of the Lord’s 
disciples who understood that He was 
going to die and be raised again from 
the dead, and this anointing with the 
precious perfume was because He was 
to be buried, and it was their custom 
to anoint bodies for burial. Jesus said that 
this story of Mary would be told wher- 
ever the Gospel was preached, and it 
has been. ’ 

This home was the place that was most 
like a home to the Lord Jesus of any place 
on earth, after He left His boyhood home 
in Nazareth. How wonderful for those in 
that home to have the Lord Jesus Christ 
as a frequent visitor ! But we have some- 
thing better than that — we can have Him 
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come into our hearts and into our homes, 
and stay always. Have you asked Him 
to come into your heart? 

Into my heart, into my heart, 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus; 

Come in today, come in to stay, 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there were probably 

very few homes open to the Lord 
Jesus Christ; that is, homes where they 
knew Him intimately and where He 
could feel welcome at any time He 
might wish to drop in for a meal or 
to spend the night. On one occasion 
“a certain scribe came, and said unto 
him, Master, I will follow thee whither- 
soever thou goest. And Jesus saith unto 
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him, The foxes have holes, and the birds 
of the air have nests; but the Son of 
man hath not where to lay his head” 
(Matt. 8:19, 20). 

But there were a few homes, we may 
believe, which were open to Him. I 
think He would be welcorne in the home 
of Zacchzus in Jericho, following that 
first dinner He ate there. He was most 
likely a welcome guest in Peter’s home 
at Capernaum, and maybe at the homes 
of other disciples. He was at dinner in 
the home of “Simon the leper” (prob- 
ably one whom the Lord Jesus 
had healed) in Bethany when Mary 
broke her alabaster box of ointment 
and poured it upon His head; but the 
home of Mary and Martha and their 
brother Lazarus, in Bethany, seems to 
stand out in the record as the one where 
He could “make Himself at home” more 
than in any other. They loved Him 
there. 

Had you ever thought of it, fellows: 
In whose home in your town would the 
Lord Jesus find the warmest welcome if 
He should suddenly arrive, unan- 
nounced? Would it net likely be some 
home where the members could mention 
His name affectionately without restraint 
and with perfect frankness, where His 
Word is read every day, with united 
prayer, where there is a genuine de- 
sire and a real honest-to-goodness effort 
made to live by His teachings? Would 
that be your home? 

Of course, when He comes, as He will 
at some unexpected moment, it will be 
in the clouds as He was seen to go; but 
it will be a matter of supreme impor- 
tance when He does arrive, of more im- 
portance than housekeeping, or school, 
or business, or social engagements, even 
of more importance than international 
relations and the atomic bomb! For 
when He comes, all those things will 
suddenly lose their value, their signifi- 
cance, or their threat, as the case may 
be, and the one thing that will matter 
over and above all. others, and to the 
exclusion of all others, will be the tre- 
mendous fact that He has arrived, as 
He said He would. The paramount 
question in that moment will be, “Am I 
ready for Him? Is His coming a glad 
and glorious event for me?” 

Greenssoro, N. C. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus and His Friends at Bethany 
(Luke 10:38-42; John 12:1-8) 


AN someone tell how this man (hola 

up one of the ovals used in the 
“circle of the Lord Jesus’ friends,” bear- 
ing the name of Zacchzus) came to be 
a friend of the Lord Jesus? Was the 
Lord Jesus with you in your home this 
week? Did you let Him help you to get 
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along with your brothers and sisters? 

There were two sisters and their 
brother in Bethany, about two miles 
from Jerusalem, where the Lord Jesus 
liked to visit when He was on earth. 
You can find the names of these people 
in John 11:5. There is a story about 
each in the Bible. Two girls and a boy 
are to tell us the stories. (If you hap- 
pen to have two sisters, or a brother 
and sister combination in your class, 
assign the corresponding reports to 
them.) 

First the story about busy, hard-work- 
ing Martha (Luke 10:38-42). If we take 
the Lord Jesus into our homes, we will 
have some of the same experiences as 
these three friends had. Sometimes He 
will have to reprove us as He did Mar- 
tha. Can you think of any time this last 
week when He made you feel you had 
done something wrong, or not done some- 
hing you ought to have done? Do you find 
fault with your sister or brother as Mar- 
tha did? Do you spend so much time 
on work and play and studies that you 
do not have time for listening to the 
Lord’s words in Bible reading and 
prayer? 

Now the story of the dead and buried 
Lazarus (John 11:17-44). When trouble 
and sorrow come into our homes, it is 
so wonderful to have the Lord Jesus 
there to comfort us with His promises! 
Even though we die as Lazarus did, the 
Lord has power to give us life, and has 
promised that we shall live forever with 
Him. “He that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live” (John 
11:25). Is that promise yours so that 
if on the way home from Sunday school 
a car ran over you and killed you, you 
would be safe forever with the Lord 
Jesus? 

Last, the story of the loving Mary 
(John 12:1-3). Each of the three did 
something for the Lord Jesus when He 
came to supper. Martha waited on tables, 
Lazarus entertained Him at the table. 
Mary made a generous and unexpected 
gift which showed her love. She could 
have kept the perfume to use on her- 
self, or she could have sold it and bought 
something nice for herself. But, no, she 
gave it all with her deep love to the 
Saviour. I wonger if, you love your 


Saviour .enough to give Him something 


dear.to you. What is your treasure that 
you will bring next Sunday? 

This may lead to a curious collection of 
childish valuables. Try to plan some dis- 
posal of them which can be interpreted 
by the children as using them for Christ. 
Toys and books may go to the needy, 
money to the mission field. Perhaps a 
sincere self-denial on the part of the 
children may be used as an object les- 
son to their elders in some service of 
the church. 

There is an old story of the little girl 
who told her mother that she wanted to 
give the Lord Jesus a gift. “Choose 
your best-loved doll, get your wraps, and 
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Children to Come Unto Me” —a 
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forVacation Bible School 
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Gospel Message in one verse. 
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that is useful —a pasting Ot is 

different — mounted on a beautiful 
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Buy from Iéading religious book 
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JONES ANT KILLER 


Will RLD your HOME of ANTS for ONLY 
25¢. For sale at stores, if your store can't 
supply you send 25¢ in stamps, or coin. 


Jones Products Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 











Have You A Daring Missionary Spirit? 


A doctor is not trained in an engineer- 


ing school. Come to Daytoy, Missionary 
Bible Institute for your mo curricu- 
lum Missionary _ training. President, 


Sidney Correll, F.R.G.S.; Dean, Wesley 
Gallup. Write for catalogue and jnfor- 
mation. 





Dayton Missionary Bible Institute 
Box 8, Riverdale Station, Dayton 5, Ohio 





Through the Bible Study 


- Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


3 You Sunday, Seheols. os Bible bs 
* You eople’s an issionary 

een Bible Schools, Prayer 
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Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 
E d ! 1 
WANTED: eerie i person “cvanscliom 


among Jewish people. Must be willing to step out in 
faith, do aga: work and take leadership of a 
fundamental, interdenominational mission to the Jews. 
Kindly direct your reply to, Friends of Israel, 602 
Maclean Block, Calgara, Alberta, Canada. 
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library, 15 buildings. Why not get the story 
today? Write for Catalog. 
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come with me,” replied her mother. 
After a long trip to a shabby part of the 
city, they entered a room where a pale 
child lay asleep. “Put your doll be- 
side her where she will find it when 
she wakes,” whispered the mother. “But 
I wanted to give her to the Lord Jesus,” 
objected the- girl later. The mother 
opened her Bible t) Matthew 25:40, and 
the girl was happy. 


BuckspPort, MAINE. 
4 


The Sleciation Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions upon which 
llustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must — me Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from angles atitustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the pete® lesson text. Because of i - 
resent pa paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the hal, submitted on each lesson to 

our illustrations. 

Atmosphere fer Growth.—Let us love 
one another: for love is of God (1 John 
4:7, Golden Text). Dr. Jowett at one 
time told the story that when Ian Mac- 
laren was in his first pastorate in Edin- 
burgh he was assistant to a man who 
chilled his young colleague with nega- 
tive counsels and with the cold and 
blighting atmosphere of constant criti- 
cism. The young preacher began to feel 
that the ministry was not his appointed 
sphere and he almost decided to aban- 
don it. Then ¢ame a call to the secluded 
ministry of Glenalmond, and here he 
passed out of negations into affirmatives. 
The atmosphere became genial and invit- 
ing. The young minister still stumbled 
in his speech and was: often awkward 
in his delivery. But mark how an old 
Highiander spoke to him after a more 
than usually difficult morning: “If you 
are a-getting fast for a word or a 
thought, just give out a psalm and we'll 
sing it, for we are all a-loving you and 
praying for you.” And that atmosphere 
made John Watson a preacher.—From 
Gospel and Rescue Journal. Sent by 
Lillian S. Burtch, Otego, N. Y. 
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Her Alabaster Box.—There came a 
woman having an alabaster bor of 
ointment of spikenard very precious; 
and she brake the box, and poured 
it on his head (Mark 14:3). Hud- 
son Taylor tells us that after a great 
missionary meeting at Cardiff: he re- 
ceived a letter from a widow, who 
said: “I could not put into your hand 
yesterday any money or jewels, for my 
husband is dead and we have hard shifts 
to live. But I have one jewel—my 
daughter. She has long wanted to go. 
I could not let her go from my care, 
but last night I gave my alabaster box 
of very precious ointment to Christ; 
and if you will see to her going out 
snow, I will be glad to send her.”—From 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. Sent by 
Mrs. Robert Vining, Franklin Square, 
N. Y. 


Her “Lord’s Treasury.”—She hath done 
what she could (Mark 14:8). Years 
ago Dr. Henry Jessup, a faithful mis- 
sionary in Syria, was calling on Mr. 
John H. Converse of Philadelphia, seek- 
ing help for the Syrian Protestant Col- 
lege in Beirut. After giving him a gen- 
erous check, Mr, Converse handed him 
the name and address of a friend, ask- 
ing Dr. Jessup to call on her, saying 
he believed that she would help him 
financially. Dr. Jessup was astounded to 
locate her residence on the top floor 
of a tenement house. Entering the door 
he found an elderly lady putting bristles 
in the wood backs of scrubbing brushes. 
Eagerly she listened to his story. Tak- 
ing one of two bags from a nail on the 
wall, she said: “This is the Lord’s treas- 
ury. I am able to lay by something for 
Him, after I have met my needs. What- 
ever is in His bag today is for you.” 
She counted out thirty-seven cents into 
his hands, as the tears rolled down his 
face, saying she was so glad to be able 
to give it, and that she was certain the 
Lord would bless its use. They knelt in 
prayer together. Then Dr. Jessup took 
those . thirty-seven cents up and down 
this land and told their story. They 
brought thousands of dollars for his 
Syrian college. She loved much. She 
drew the line between her wants and 
her\needs with eager joy.—From Gospel 
Herald. . Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


Scorn for His Sake.—She hath done 
what she -could (Mark 14:8). A mis- 
sionary tells of- a poor girl in Ceylon 
who had received a little patrimony as 
her marriage portion, because without 
her dowry she could not hope to be 
wedded. But-when the Lord saved her 
soul, and the little native church wanted 
to build a chapel, she brought her entire 
fortune and handed it over to purchase 
the site for the chapel, and so she not 
only gave her all, but all the prospects of 
her future marriage and home, and went 
back to a life of lonely toil and the scorn 
of her people because of her love for 
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Him who had given His life and all His 
earthly honors and comforts for her sal- 
vation—From Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


“A Service Most Complete. »And she 
had a sister called Mary, which also sat 
at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word (Luke 
10: 39). 

Christ never asks of us such busy labor 

As leaves no time for resting at His feet; 

The waiting attitude of expectation 

He ofttimes counts a service most 
complete. 


—Author unknown, in God’s Revivalist, 
Sent by Emma Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


“No Friends” — But.—Lord, behold, he 
whom thou lovest is sick (John 11:3). 

A clergyman visiting in the sick wards 
of a workhouse in a crowded city was 
asked by one of the nurses to say a word 
to a sick man whose bed was near the 
door of the ward. He said, “With pleas- 
ure, Nurse, but he is asleep.” “No,” she 
said, “he is dying.” The clergyman went 
to thé”bed and noticed the name-card 
at the bed-head. “Robert Browning, 
aged seventy-one; no friends.” “What 
does this mean, Nurse?” he asked. “Just 
what it says,” she answered. “If he dies 
tonight we do not know anyone who 
knows him. Do speak to him.” The 
clergyman bent over the bed and quietly 
said, “How sweet the name of Jesus 
sounds in a believer’s ear.” In a moment 
the closed eyes opened, and a joyous 
whisper was heard. “Yes, Jesus is my 
Saviour, my Friend.” “No friends,” said 
the card; but the poor man claimed the 
friendship of the matchless Son of God. 
In the intercourse that followed, the 
clergyman was much cheered by the 
quiet trust and happy confidence of the 
sick man. It became known in the ward 
that the sick man with “No friends” was 
a friend of Jesus. Some of the sick 
folk who were approaching convales- 
cence drew near his bed and listened 
to his feeble words as he spoke of One 
who had been his tried and trusted 
Friend for many a long year. For a day 
or two this went on and the clergyman 
went each day to the sick bed in the 
workhouse ward. And when he went 
again, the bed was there, the card was 
there, but Robert was not there. He 
had gone to be a guest with Him who 
is the Saviour of sinners and the Friend 
of the friendless—From Grace and 
Truth. Sent by Howard M. Green, New- 
fane, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Not Our Love, But His.—Lord, ... he 
whom thou lovest is sick (John 11:3). 
A minister remarked: “When Mary and 
Martha sent to Jesus, their message was 
not, ‘Lord, he loveth Thee,’ but, ‘Lord, 

. he whom thou lovest is sick.” 
It is not our imperfect love to Him that 
comforts us, but His perfect love to us. 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 
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“Don’t Miss Your FIRST BIG 
ISSUE FREE with *1°° Trial Offer’ 


“It’s 


A GRAND Magazine .. . 
There’s Nothing Like It!!” 





It’s out! The Big first issue of the new surprising Christian 
magazine for all the family. Send in the coupon today for your Free copy. 


®@ Brilliant with Color and Pictures, over a hundred pages, scintil- 
lating with stirring articles and stories, breath-taking in beauty, 
Christian to the core! This new magazine brings you fascinating 


features new to religious journalism. 





Fifty contributing editors and authors of national renown as- 
sure the best and latest in News analysis, Christian fiction, Bible 
Study, Devotion, Youth, Evangelism, Missions, Pictures, etc. 
‘Big Name’ writers include Dr. V. Raymond Edman, Dr. H. A. 
Ironside, Grace Livingston Hill, Geo. Schuler, Tom ‘M. Olson, 
Kenneth N. Taylor, Clyde H. Dennis, Ken Anderson and others. 


Christian Life and Times is dedicated to the deeper fellowship 
of all who love the Lord Jesus Christ. Helps. strengthen ideal 
Christian life in the Home and fruitful personal 
service in the Church’ and community. You 
will want to show your very first issue to 
friends and associates. 


Become a Charter Subscriber today. Regular 
Subscription $3 a year. Trial Subscription 4 
Months for $1 with first issue FREE. 
Mark Coupon for longer Subscriptions 
at money saving rates. 


LIMITED OFFER 
Von -W mee), [od 3 


CHRISTIAN LIFE AND TIMES, 111 N. Wacker Drive, Chicago 6, Ii. Dept. 85 

Gentlemen: Here is $1—Send me FREE my Big First Issue of Christian Life and 
Times and enter my trial subscription for four months—5 months for the cost of 
four—20% saving. (Canada: Single copy 30c; $3.50 a year. Foreign $4.00 a year.) 
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Subscription $3 
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Tune in Every Saturday Morning 


THE CLUB 
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® ‘ The benediction of His love, and the de- 
This Week s Questions Answered votion of the family give forth a clean, 
(The questions are on page 458) wholesome atmosphere. 

1! That she was, for the moment, more Mary and Martha surrounded their 
concerned with her service than with Christ home with that which would glorify 
Himself. , 

, : their Lord. What are some of the fea- 

2. 1t@was her readinéss to learn at His t that 1 lorif 
feet, to receive instruction from His lips. ‘UTES ta be ate d glori y Him in our 

3. He cen a her for being bo cumbered homes today? When neighbors call do 


and troubled about her housekeeping that they see neatness and order, evidences 
she had no time for fellowship with her of Bible study, refined, wholesome books 
Lord. 


and magazines? Do the members of the 
family act as Christians should act 
toward one another? 


4. The table expresses communion. [It is 
the place of fellowship. 


5. God’s ‘Spirit should always be allowed F 
to lead in conversation. The “prayer of a A Busy Home 
righteous” person avails where sometimes In a Christian home there would be a 
talking might hinder (Jas. 5:16). ~ ; 
systematic plan for work, and the family 
6. The two must balance, but unless wor- id - 4 
ship has been whole-hearted, service will WOUlG Co-opera o make the home 
not be so effective. lovely and to add to the happiness of 
7. These were the people whom Christ one another. “By love serve one an- 
came to save and they are the ones whom other” would be not just a motto hang- 
He wants, present-day Christians to win for jing on the wall, but the fundafmental 


motive of each life. Often, in the rush 
8. Because in His infinite wisdom He has of today, homes become little more than 
something better for us. a headquarters for busy people as they 
we meet together between outside activities. 
My Class of Girls Do not permit family solidarity to be , 
broken down by your service to out- 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt siders, but dedicate your services within 
Wuat Curist MEANS TO A HomE and without the home to the Lord. Then 
E HAVE two types of homes to will each duty fit into its proper place. 
consider this morning. The first A Sprerrvat Home 
is typified by that of “Martha” who “Te- Above all, Christ in the home means 
ceived him into her house.” This re- that He is a beloved member of the fam- 
minds us of homes where Christ is ily. Family resources are essentially 
known and honored by the head of the His, and family plans are made in the 
family, thus making it possible for others light of His will. “Jesus loved Martha, 
to meet Him there. “She had a sister” ond her sister, and Lazarus,” and He | 
i: loves you and your sisters and brothers, 
that home, and a brother who became your ‘parents, and the young man you 
a new creature because of Christ Jesus. Jove, or the one you hope to love some 
The other home is one in which Christ day. Is your family reserving some time 
is not recognized, but where something for worship and fellowship with this 
might be.done to bring the family to One who loves and binds your love to- 
the Saviour, Martha was not content gether? When Christ enters your home, 
to enjoy the blessings of Christ with is He received like an outsider trying 
her family alone. “They made him a _ io find a welcome (Luke 7:44), or do 
supper” and invited the neighbors to you establish Him as part of your per- 
come and there get acquainted with the sonal life? (Matt. 21:17.) 
Lord. A neighbor girl who took a stand for 
Notice three factars that made Martha’s” the Lord during a revival told some of 
home a blessing. It was a fragrant or companions that she did not see how 
home (John 12:3); a busy home (John he could live a Christian life in her 
12:2); and a spiritual home (Luke 10:  },,.me with the mother she had, a'mother 
42; John 11:5). who smokes and drinks and lives a dis- 
A Fracrant Home graceful life. “I don’t even know what 
The other day a motherless girl who a Christian woman is like in the home,” 
lives with her father and older brother she cried. What can be done for such 
came into the home of her Pioneer Girl a girl except to give her the opportunity 
Guide. As she sank into the cushioned to visit in a home where Christ is ex- 
rocker she sniffed the air and exclaimed, alted, and pray that His Spirit will trans- 
“This smells like a real home.” form her nature and her opportunities. 
“What makes you say that?” asked Many young folks who might not come 
the surprised Guide. to church at our invitation might come 
“I suppose jit is the bouquet,” she sug- into our homes and meet the Saviour 
gested as she noticed the vase of Chinese there (Luke 5: 29-32). 
lilies. ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
The home where this bewildered, un- w 
happy girl lives always smells of liquor 
and stale tobacco smoke, and the con- ‘When answering advertisements please 


versation is coarse and loud. A home say you saw it in THe Sunray ScHOOL 
where Christ abides is a fragrant home.. TIMEs, 
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How | Prepare and Teach 
the Lesson 
(Continued from page 456) 


_ is healthy for the class, just so the 


teacher is always in control of the situa- 
tion and does not permit the discussion 
to run far afield. At times it has been 
necessary for me to send up an SOS to 
the Lord for an answer to a question, 
but, if I have prepared the lesson, 


. prayed, and waited on the Lord, He will 


not fail me, and the answer will come 
even in the midst of a delicate and press- 
ing situation. Proverbs 3:5, 6 is a sure 
word of promise, “Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths.” 

In conclusion, it is well to ask our- 
selves the question, “When do teachers 
teach?” Surely not only during the 
thirty or forty minutes they stand be- 
fore their classes on Sunday. And 
neither is teaching confined to what we 
say. The Bible admonishes teachers of 
the Word to be examples in “word, in 
conversation, in charity [love], in spirit, 
in faith, in purity.” 

Let us glorify the Lord in all our 
teaching. 


STILLWATER, MINN. 
we 


Chaplains Who Protested 
(Continued from second page) 


Time magazine said that “such scrupu- 
lous resignations from the chaplains’ 
corps run about one per cent.” (It 
seems likely that Time’s editors would 
verify such an important statement as 
that before making it.) Mr. L. E. Max- 
well, principal of the Prairie Bible In- 
stitute at Three Hills, Alta., Can., who 
edits the fine little monthly paper called 
the Prairie Pastor and Overcomer, 
quoted the incident and Time’s state- 
ment, and then concluded: “Ninety- 
nine per cent of the chaplains of the 
Navy, then, do not object to teaching 
the sailors how to be winebibbers and 
gluttons and whore-mongers as ‘part of 
a chaplain’s work.’ Let us remember 
that not for our righteousness will we 
win the war. God will overrule World 
War II, we believe, for the sake of His 
cause and the further proclamation of 
the Gospel.” 

Probably the sentence that provoked 
the most vehement reaction among 
readers of the Times was Mr. Max- 
well’s deduction that “ninety-nine per 
cent of the chaplains of the Navy, then, 
do not object to teaching the sailors,” 
etc. Mr. Maxwell is a good friend of 
The Sunday School Times, for which he 
wrote a series of articles, and he is well 
known for his scrupulous and meticulous 
honesty. He agrees that his statement 
“was too sweeping” in this case, though 
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the basis for it was Time’s statement 
that “such scrupulous resignations . 
run about one per cent.” Evidently 
there were a good many Navy chaplains 
who objected to the kind of work that 
Dr. Talbott was asked to do, but only 
one per cent took such a strong stand 
as he did, and either resigned or were 
forced out of the Navy. 


Me 


God's Transcontinental Care 
(Continued from second page) 


childhood and early youth had been 
spent, where all I loved save oh, so 
small a number, lived. And now I stood 
on the almost imperceptible elevation 
that, when passed, would separate me 
from all these, perhaps, forever. 

“Through what toils and dangers we 
had come’ to reach that point! As I 
stood looking my farewell, a strong de- 
sire seized me to mark the spot in some 
way and record a word at least of grate- 
ful acknowledgment. Yes, I would make 
a little heap of stones and mark on one 
of them, or on a stick, the word “Eben- 
ezer.’” 

(Here the Yale editor ‘interpolates a 
paragraph to explain to college readers 
the meaning and source of this obsolete 
word, Ebenezer !) 

“Nobody would notice or understand 
it,” she continued, “but my Heavenly 
Father would see the little monument 
in the mountain wilderness and accept 
the humble thanks it recorded.” 

On toils the ox team, pitching ahead 
like a little boat at sea. The days are 
much the same and then comes one with 
excitement. A band of sullen, scowling, 
well-armed Indians surround them. It 
was a real danger. Mr. Royce did his 
best to calm them, but with little suc- 
cess. “With my whole soul I prayed 
that God would wield that influence and 
supply those motives which would quiet 
them. As they closed around us I cast 
all into His hands without any other 
hope.” 

And He did not fail them. In a strange 
and unaccountable way they were de- 
livered. As the oxen moved ahead the 
Indians parted on either side as if they 
had been bidden to do so. 

Then came the worst of all, the ter- 
rible desert. Food ran out; water was 
rationed to a minimum for both man and 
beast. The cattle’s hay was so depleted 
they had to open their two mattresses 
and feed out the hay filling them. They 
hit on wrong trails and had to retrace 
their way. The heat and dust were 
awful. It was an accumulation of hard- 
ships and the skeletal remains they now 
and then passed were a poignant warn- 
ing. 

“All the human aid we had could do 
but little now,” wrote Mrs. Royce, “and 
if, in trying to do that little, one more 
mistake were made it must be fatal. 
Whence then this calm strength which 
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girded me round so surely? I had known 
what it was to believe in God and to 
pray that He would never leave us. Was 
it then, when all other helpers failed, 
He came so near that I no longer simply 
believed in Him but knew His presence 
there, giving strength for whatever might 
come? My husband said he would go to 
reconnoitre and the best of the two 
young men went with him, ‘while- the 
other two wandered listlessly off again. 
I made no opposition. I felt no inclina- 
tion to oppose, though I knew the help- 
lessness and loneliness of the position 
would then be greatly increased. But 
that calm strength, that certainty of 
One near and all sufficient hushed and 
cheered me. Only a woman who has 
been alone upon a desert with her help- 
less child can have adequate idea of my 
experiences for the next hour or two. 
But the consciousness of an Unseen 
Presence still sustained me. 

“My imagination acted intensely. I 
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seemed to see Hagar in the wilderness. 
I seemed to become Hagar myself and 
when my little one, from the wagon 
behind, called out, ‘Mama, I want a 
drink,’ I stopped, gave her some, noted 
that there were but a few swallows left, 
then mechanically pressed onward again, 
alone, repeating over and over the words, 
‘Let me not see the death of the child’ 
(Gen. 21:16) .” ‘ 

The worst was now over, but there 
was still the Sierra Mountain chain to 
cross and their strength and that of 
their beasts were at a vanishing point. 
In the upper reaches there was snow 
and the roads were but trails and bridle 
paths. Happily they were met by relief 
men who had heard of their straits and 
had come with a saddle-mule and food. 
With this good aid they finally struggled 
through and over and down into their 
longed-for Canaan. 

“The thought of these relief men be- 
ing Heaven-sent,” she writes, “grew into 
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a sweetly solemn conviction and I stood 
in mute adoration, breathing inmost 
heart-thanksgiving to that Providential 
Hand which had taken hold of the con- 
flicting movements, the provoking blun- 
ders, the contradictory places of our 
lives and those of a dozen other people 
who, a few days before, were utterly 
unknown to each other, and many miles 
apart, and had from those rough, broken 
materials wrought out for us so unlooked 
for a deliverance.” 

Professor Royce wrote about that fine 
trait “loyalty.” His mother’s transcon- 
tinental and troubled journey was an 
exhibition of a double loyalty — that of 
Christian loyalty to God and of God’s 
loyalty to His people when in need. 

Professor Royce wrote of “the Beloved 
Community.” His mother belonged to 
it. She was of Him “of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is 
nam 
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Lesson for June 2 


Transport Evangelism 
(Continued from page 452) 


five minutes while I explained the way 
of salvation to him. Some days later 
I became intimate with this second lad, 
and discovered that he came from a 
home where there was much controversy 
and squabbling over religion. As a re- 
sult he had developed a serious case of 
religious indigestion. I managed to make 
friends with him. Poor lad! A few 
days hence he was to die in a fox hole 
in the Solomons! 

At the conclusion of my interviews, 


\ 
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and prior to our landing in the Sole- 
mons, I felt like a dish rag that had just 
been put through the wringer. How- 
ever, my efforts had not been in vain. 
All services were well attended. I could 
see men in different parts of the ship, 
as they studied their New Testaments 
or discussed important questions con- 
cerning their soul’s salvation. 

Was it worth while—did my intense 
and evangelistic ministry to the Marines 
during those -thirty-seven days prior to 
their landing produce any permanent 
results? Only the Lord knows how 
many of those lads were saved for all 
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eternity by the operation of the Holy 
Spirit. Hundreds of them were wounded 
er slain in battle. Their remains now 
lie buried under the white or green 





crosses of Gavutu, Tulagi, Guadalcanal, 


and Tarawa. If any of them missed the 
upward way, then it was not my fault 
—for I warned them of hell, showed 
them the way to Heaven, and did all 
in my power by word and deed to en- 
courage them to enter the Door of the 
Sheepfold. 

Nineteen months after those precious 
days had passed, I was returning from 
overseas combat duty as a passenger on 
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the Dutch transport Bloemfontein. I had 
seven officers as roommates. One of 
these was a Navy doctor—he was not 
a particularly religious man. We had 
never met before, nor had we con- 
versed together previous to the incident 
I now relate. 


“You know, Chaplain,” he began, “I’ve ~ 


gone into battle with five different 
groups of combat troops. The last unit 
I served was the finest one of all.” 

“What do you mean by that?” I in- 
quired. 

“Chaplain,” he replied, “there was 
something different about them. They 
regularly attended the chaplain’s serv- 
ices. You didn’t hear the loud swear- 
ing and dirty stories from their lips. 
And before going into battle you could 
see them all over the ship—as they 
were studying their New Testaments. 
Besides, they were good fighting men.” 

“And what was this wonderful group 
of men you last served?” I further ques- 
tioned. 

“The Third Battalion of the Second 
Marine Regiment,” he answered without 
a moment’s hesitation. 

And my soul was satisfied. That was 
the very group of men I had dealt with, 
man for man. Although at that time 
nineteen months later at least half of 
those original Marines had been killed, 
wounded, or sent home to recover from 
malaria, the remaining group plus the 
newcomers, including an evangelistic 
chaplain, had been sufficient in number 
to influence the whole battalion with 
the everlasting Gospel. 

Did that transport evangelism pay? 
The hallelujahs and songs of the saved 
Marines (even in their Marine hymn, 
the Leathernecks aspire to be guards in 
the streets of Heaven), as they sing 
their Redeemer’s praise, is enough pay 
for me. Blessed be their memory! 

(To be continued) 
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The Alabaster Box 


HEN Mary of Bethany anointed 

Jesus with the ointment of spike- 
nard, she brought it in an alabaster box 
(Mark 14:3; John 12:3). The alabaster 
which is used in the Near East is usually 
crystalline stalagmitic rock, or carbonate 
of lime, and is somewhat different from 
the material called “alabaster” in mod- 
ern mineralogy.! The Oriental alabaster, 
such as was used in the making of Mary’s 





1The term ‘alabaster’ in modern mineral- 
ogy is applied to crystalline gypsum, or sul- 
phate of lime. See article on “Alabaster” 
in “International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia,” p. 89. 
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ointment box, is a relative of marble, 
being creamy yellow-white in color. 
Archaeological excavations show that it 
was used for making jars, ornamental 
vases, lamps, perfume containers, and 
other small objects. The archaeologists 
who cleared the tomb of King Tut-ankh- 
amen found a beautiful alabaster lamp, 
carved in the shape of three graceful 
cups, representing an open lotus and 


* two buds. It is now in the Cairo mu- 


seum in Egypt. Many alabaster vessels 
from the Bible lands, particularly Egypt, 
may be seen in the larger museums in 
the United States, including the Oriental 
Institute Museum at the University of 
Chicago and the Chicago Museum of 
Natural History (formerly called “The 
Field Museum”). Such vessels enable 
us to picture Mary’s ointment. con- 
tainer, which undoubtedly had been 
carved so as to have thin walls which 
were quite translucent, though not trans- 
parent. 


The Spikenard 

The unguent used by Mary to anoint 
Christ is called “ointment of spikenard” 
(“ointment of pure nard,” in the Ameri- 
can Revised Version, Mark 14:3). The 
Greek words are nardos pistike, giving 
us the English word “nard” as the name 
applied to the ointment. There is a 
difference of opinion, however, as to 
the meaning of the second word, pistike, 
some rendering it “pure,” as in the 
American Revised Version, or “liquid,” 
as in the margin of the A.R.V., while 
others take it from the Latin spicita 
or the Sanskrit pisita, which is the name 
of the spikenard plant. The Latin 
translation of the Bible (the Vulgate) 
rendered nardos pistike as nardos spica- 
tus, giving the English rendering “spiked 
nard,” which became “spikenard.” The 
spikenard plant is so called because the 
main part, of it is a bundle of fibers 
about the size of a small finger, which 
has the appearance of a spike. Out of 
this spike grow stalks and leaves, and 
the whole plant is said to have the ap- 
pearance of an ermine’s tail. From this 
plant oil was extracted which was used 
in Roman times as a perfume for anoint- 
ing the head. The costliness of this 
spikenard, or nard, is mentioned hy the 
Roman author, Pliny.4 


The Denarius 
Those who criticized Mary for anoint- 
ing Christ pointed out that the spike- 
nard was worth a goodly sum of money, 


“three hundred pence,” as the King 


James Version renders it, or “three hun- 
dred shillings,” as given in the Ameri- 
can Revised Version (Mark 14:5). The 





® Madeleine S. Miller and J. Lane Miller, 
“Encyclopedia of Bible Life,” New York, 
Harper, 1944, p. 108, section ‘on “From Ur, 
Egypt, and Pompeii.” 

%E. W. G. Masterman, article on “Spike- 
nard,” “International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia,” pp. 2480, 2481. 

*TIbid., p. 2841, 
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Greek word is denarion, which was a 
Roman coin, called a denarius by the 
Romans. The English words “penny” 
and “shilling” are merely attempts to 
give some idea of the value of the de- 
narius. The denarius was a common 
coin in Palestine in New Testament 
times, since the Roman Empire included 
the Near East. Excavations in the Bible 
lands have yielded many of thesé coins, 
many of them bearing the image of 
Tiberius, who was the Roman emperor 
during the ministry of Christ.5 

An average denarius weighed about 
sixty-one grains troy, and it would have 
a theoretical value of about seventeen 
cents in our money In absolute value, 
the denarius would be much more than 
a penny (an English penny is -worth 
about two cents in American money), 
and a little less than an English shilling, 
which in normal times has usually been 
worth almost twenty-five cents. How- 
ever, to think of the denarius as hav- 
ing a relative value of seventeen cents 
would give a false impression, for in 
New Testament times the denarius was 
often the amount of a day’s wages.7 If 
we were to give an equivalent in pres- 
ent-day values, we would have to com- 
pare the buying power of a denarius 
with an average day’s wages at the 
present time. An eight-hour day at one 
dollar per hour.would give a daily wage 
of eight dollars, which would be equiva- 
lent in purchasing value to a denarius 
in Bible times. Those who criticized 
Mary said that the box was worth three 
hundred denarii, which would give an 
estimate of about twenty-four hundred 
dollars as the value according to pres- 
ent-day conditions. Thus, when we real- 
ize the real value of this unguent, we can 
better appreciate the devotion of Mary 
for her Lord. 


Wueaton, IL. 





SFor pictures of a denarius of Tiberius, see 
G. A. Barton, “Archeology and the Bible,” 
Philadelphia, American Sunday-School Union, 
7th edition, 1937, plate 64, figure 196; also 
article on “Money,” in “International Stand- 
ard Bible Encyclopedia,”’ p. 2080. 

*See Barton, op. cit., p. 206, where he gives 
sixteen -and two-thirds cents as the value of 
a denarius; also the margin of the Scofield 
Reference Bible to Mark 14:5 and the foot- 
note to Mark 6:37 in the American Revised 
Version, which indicate the value of the 
denarius as about seventeen cents. 

7See J. Oliver Buswell, “The New Revised 
Version of the New Testament,” The Sunday 
School Times, March 16, 1946, p. 228, where 
Dr. Buswell points out that the New Re- 
vision uses denarius, explaining it a worth 
about twenty cents. Dr. Buswell suggests 
that a footnote explaining the denarius as a 
day’s wages would have been more helpful, 
and points out that Dr. Verkuyl’s translation 
has such a footnote, 
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TODAY 


Yes, Wheaton students like to eat at least three times.a day. 
More than 1000 young men and women are served in three 
dining rooms. But even three dining rooms are not enough 
to serve the rapidly increasing student body and the many 
service men and women who are returning to the campus. 





The building of the Memorial Student Center 
will provide adequate dining room facilities, 

and much needed space for other student acti- 

vities. It will be a fitting memoria! to the 1482 ' 
Wheaton students who served their nation, to the \ 

' 32 who gave their all in her defense. We invite 
you to experience the joy of sharing in this 
ministry. Let us send you full information con- 
cerning “the Wheaton of today and tomorrow.” 
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“For Christ and His Kingdom” 
Box TP-56 . Wheaton, Illinois 
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the Dutch transport Bloemfontein. I had 
seven officers as roommates. One of 
these was a Navy doctor—he was not 
a particularly religious man. We had 
never met before, nor had we con- 
versed together previous to the incident 
I now relate. 


“You know, Chaplain,” he began, “I’ve ~ 


gone into battle with five different 
groups of combat troops. The last unit 
I served was the finest one of all.” 

“What do you mean by that?” I in- 
quired. 

“Chaplain,” he replied, “there was 
something different about them. They 
regularly attended the chaplain’s serv- 
ices. You didn’t hear the loud swear- 
ing and dirty stories from their lips. 
And before going into battle you could 
see them all over the ship—as they 
were studying their New Testaments. 
Besides, they were good fighting men.” 

“And what was this wonderful group 
of men you last served?” I further ques- 
tioned. 

“The Third Battalion of the Second 
Marine Regiment,” he answered without 
a moment’s hesitation. 

And my soul was satisfied. That was 
the very group of men I had dealt with, 
man for man. Although at that time 
nineteen months later at least half of 
those original Marines had been killed, 
wounded, or sent home to recover from 
malaria, the remaining group plus the 
newcomers, including an evangelistic 
thaplain, had been sufficient in number 
to influence the whole battalion with 
the everlasting Gospel. 

Did that transport evangelism pay? 
The hallelujahs and songs of the saved 
Marines (even in their Marine hymn, 
the Leathernecks aspire to be guards in 
the streets of Heaven), as they sing 
their Redeemer’s praise, is enough pay 
for me. Blessed be their memory! 

(To be continued) 


Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for June 2 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


The Alabaster Box 


HEN Mary of Bethany anointed 

Jesus with the ointment of spike- 
nard, she brought it in an alabaster box 
(Mark 14:3; John 12:3). The alabaster 
which is used in the Near East is usually 
crystalline stalagmitic rock, or carbonate 
of lime, and is somewhat different from 
the material called “alabaster” in mod- 
ern mineralogy.! The Oriental alabaster, 
such as was used in the making of Mary’s 





1The term ‘‘alabaster” in modern mineral- 
ogy is applied to crystalline gypsum, or sul- 
phate of lime. See article on “Alabaster” 
in “International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia,” p. 89. 
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ointment box, is a relative of marble, 
being creamy yellow-white in color. 
Archaeological excavations show that it 
was used for making jars, ornamental 
vases, lamps, perfume containers, and 
other small objects. The archaeologists 
who cleared the tomb of King Tut-ankh- 
amen found a beautiful alabaster lamp, 
carved in the shape of three graceful 
cups, representing an open lotus and 


* two buds.2 It is now in the Cairo mu- 


seum in Egypt. Many alabaster vessels 
from the Bible lands, particularly Egypt, 
may be seen in the larger museums in 
the United States, including the Oriental 
Institute Museum at the University of 
Chicago and the Chicago Museum of 
Natural History (formerly called “The 
Field Museum”). Such vessels enable 
us to picture Mary’s ointment. con- 
tainer, which undoubtedly had been 
carved so as to have thin walls which 
were quite translucent, though not trans- 
parent. 


The Spikenard 

The unguent used by Mary to anoint 
Christ is called “ointment of spixenard” 
(“ointment of pure nard,” in the Ameri- 
can Revised Version, Mark 14:3). The 
Greek words are nardos pistike, giving 
us the English word “nard” as the name 
applied to the ointment. There is a 
difference of opinion, however, as to 
the meaning of the second word, pistike, 
some rendering it “pure,” as in the 
American Revised Version, or “liquid,” 
as in the margin of the A.R.V., while 
others take it from the Latin spicita 
or the Sanskrit pisita, which is the name 
of the spikenard plant.3 The Latin 
translation of the Bible (the Vulgate) 
rendered nardos pistike as nardos spica- 
tus, giving the English rendering “spiked 
nard,” which became “spikenard.” The 
spikenard plant is so called because the 
main part, of it is a bundle of fibers 
about the size of a small finger, which 
has the appearance of a spike. Out of 
this spike grow stalks and leaves, and 
the whole plant is said to have the ap- 
pearance of an ermine’s tail. From this 
plant oil was extracted which was used 
in Roman times as a perfume for anoint- 
ing the head. The costliness of this 
spikenard, or nard, is mentioned by the 
Roman author, Pliny.4 


The Denarius 
Those who criticized Mary for anoint- 
ing Christ pointed out that the spike- 
nard was worth a goodly sum of money, 


“three hundred pence,” as the King 


James Version renders it, or “three hun- 
dred shillings,” as given in the Ameri- 
can Revised Version (Mark 14:5). The 





2Madeleine S. Miller and J. Lane Miller, 
“Encyclopedia of Bible Life,” New York, 
Harper, 1944, p. 108, section ‘on “From Ur, 
Egypt, and Pompeii.” 

%E. W. G. Masterman, article on “Spike- 
nard,” “International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia,” pp. 2480, 2481. 

*Tbid., p. 2841, 
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Greek word is denarion, which was a 
Roman coin, called a denarius by the 
Romans. The English words “penny” 
and “shilling” are merely attempts to 
give some idea of the value of the de- 
narius. The denarius was a common 
coin in Palestine in New Testament 
times, since the Roman Empire included 
the Near East. Excavations in the Bible 
lands have yielded many of thesé coins, 
many of them bearing the image of 
Tiberius, who was the Roman emperor 
during the ministry of Christ.5 

An average denarius weighed about 
sixty-one grains troy, and it would have 
a theoretical value of about seventeen 
cents in our money. In absolute value, 
the denarius would be much more than 
a penny (an English penny is -worth 
about two cents in American money), 
and a little less than an English shilling, 
which in normal times has usually been 
worth almost twenty-five cents. How- 
ever, to think of the denarius as hav- 
ing a relative value of seventeen cents 
would give a false impression, for in 
New Testament times the denarius was 
often the amount of a day’s wages.7 If 
we were to give an equivalent in pres- 
ent-day values, we would have to com- 
pare the buying power of a denarius 
with an average day’s wages at the 
present time. An eight-hour day at one 
dollar per hour.would give a daily wage 
of eight dollars, which would be equiva- 
lent in purchasing value to a denarius 
in Bible times. Those who criticized 
Mary said that the box was worth three 
hundred denarii, which would give an 
estimate of about twenty-four hundred 
dollars as the value according to pres- 
ent-day conditions. Thus, when we real- 
ize the real value of this unguent, we can 
better appreciate the devotion of Mary 
for her Lord. 


WHEATON, ILL. 





®For pictures of a denarius of Tiberius, see 
G. A. Barton, “Archeology and the Bible,” 
Philadelphia, American Sunday-School Union, 
7th edition, 1937, plate 64, figure 196; also 
article on “Money,” in “International Stand- 
ard Bible Encyclopedia,”” p. 2080. 

*See Barton, op. cit., p. 206, where he gives 
sixteen -and two-thirds cents as the value of 
a denarius; also the margin of the Scofield 
Reference Bible to Mark 14:5 and the foot- 
note to Mark 6:37 in the American Revised 
Version, which indicate the value of the 
denarius as about seventeen cents. 

7See J. Oliver Buswell, “The New Revised 
Version of the New Testament,” The Sunday 
School Times, March 16, 1946, p. 228, where 
Dr. Buswell points out that the New Re- 
vision uses denarius, explaining it a worth 
about twenty cents. Dr. Buswell suggests 
that a footnote explaining the denarius as a 
day’s wages would have been more helpful, 
and points out that Dr. Verkuyl’s translation 
has such a footnote. 
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TODAY 


Yes, Wheaton students like to eat at least three times.a day. 
More than 1000 young men and women are served in three 
dining rooms. But even three dining rooms are not enough 
to serve the rapidly increasing student body and the many 
service men and women who are returning to the campus. 
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The building of the Memorial Student Center 
will provide adequate dining room facilities, 
and much needed space for other student acti- 
vities. It will be a fitting memorial to the 1482 ' 
Wheaton students who served their nation, to the \ 

32 who gave their all in her defense. We invite 
you to experience the joy of sharing in this 
ministry. Let us send you full information con- 
cerning “the Wheaton of today and tomorrow.” 


WHEATON COLLEGE 


“For Christ and His Kingdom” 
Box TP-56 Wheaton, Illinois 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 2 
1. What Is Leadership? 
(Matt. 20:20-28; James 2:20, 24, 26) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HAPS few of us, if given the 
opportunity to step at once into a 
place of leadership would decline to 
accept the invitation. There is enough 
of the old nature in most of us to be 
flattered by such an opportunity, and 
to deceive us into thinking that we could 
make a good showing if only we had 
the opportunity. However, leadership 
may be one of the most deceptive calls 
that come to a young man or young 
woman, and this is no less true of an 
opportunity for Christian leadership 
than for leadership of other kinds. Con- 
siderable of this deception lies in our 
oWn faulty estimates of the real mean- 
ing of leadership. 

All too often we are tempted to think 
of leadership as the pface of influence, 
of honor, of praise, of prominence, or 
privilege, and of many friends, when 
actually leadership, and particularly 
Christfan leadership, should be looked 
upon as exactly the opposite. 

$8 

In the portion of our Scripture les- 

son chosen from Matthew’s Gospel, we 
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have the account of James and John 
and their desire for places of influence 
and privilege in the earthly Kingdom 
that they thought the Lord Jesus was 
about to set up. Now, there is nothing 
essentially wrong in the desire to be of 
influence and to exercise, for the good 
of all mankind, certain privileges in the 
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus. Each of , 
us would do well to desire places of use- 
fulness in the Christian world now, and 
in the administration of the Lord’s King- 
dom when He returns to this earth to 
reign. The difficulty with James and 
John’s desire, and often with our am- 
bitions today, is that such places are 
coveted without any appreciation of the 
fact that influence must be counter- 
balanced with service, and that priv- 
ilege carries with it responsibility. 

Furthermore, James and John sought 
to outwit the other disciples in obtain- 
ing such a place in the Lord’s Kingdom. 
Their desire for leadership: was selfish, 
and they were willing to satisfy it at 
the expense of their fellow disciples. 
The Lord showed them that the path 
to true leadership in His Kingdom lay 
through service to their fellow disciples, 
and through humility of spirit, and He 
gave to them'the incomparable example 
of His own humility and service, which 
we find detailed in Philippians 2: 5-8. 

, 


As we look upon the honor and praise 
that often come with leadership, there 
is danger that our heads will be turned, 
and that we will forget that blame and 
criticism are just as frequently a por- 
tion of those that lead others. -When 
things are going well, the crowd is 
lavish with its honor and praise. But 
how little it takes to change the pic- 
ture. The crowd must also have someone 
to blame when things go wrong. 

You will remember that the success 
with which Moses, under God, led the 
Children of Israel out of Egypt and 
across the Red Sea was quickly forgot- 
ten when hunger and thirst and diffi- 
culty arose. The people were ready to 
turn upon. Moses, and to discard him 
and choose another leader. Those who 
would accept the honor and the praise 
that sheuld rightly come to conse- 
crated Christian leadership must also 
expect a generous amount: of blame 
and criticism, even.when they have done 
their best, and difficulty has come 
through no fault of their own. 

Perhaps some of us have thought of 
leadership as that ability to get others 
to do what we want them to do. In 
consecrated Christian leadership this, 
too, may be a laudable ambition, when 
it is limited to leading others to do right. 
However, all too few fail to see that the 
ability to get others to do well has its 
roots in learning to be a good follower. 
The Lord’s.disciples were the vanguard 
of the early Church in preaching the 
Gospel and in winning men and women 
to follow the Lord Jesus Christ. .But 
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they all began by sitting at His feet, 
and learning to follow Him. Some of 
these lessons were not easy to learn, as 
Peter discovered. And some of us will 
find also that learning to be good fol- 
lowers of Christ is not a bed of roses, 
but it is one of the absolute costs of 
being a good leader for Christ. 
bf 

Perhaps to some of us leadership has 
seemed to offer a wide circle of friends. 
There is a sense in which this may be 
true, but there is also a sense in which 
leadership may mean loneliness. There 
are some things that the rank and file 
can do that the leader cannot, not be- 
cause they are wrong, but because they 
are not consistent with leadership. Often 
leadership means toil while others play 
or otherwise enjoy themselves. The 
leader may very often be misunderstood 
at the very time that he needs and de- 
sires most the understanding of his fol- 
lowers. The Lord Jesus Himself suf- 
fered this very thing for our sake. He 
who exemplified the greatest qualities 
of leadership was often alone as far as 
human fellowship was concerned. 

+ 4 

We may have thought of leadership as 
bringing a fine and exceptional under- 
standing of people. Often it does, but 
it may also bring disillusionment and 
disappointment and a heavy heart: The 
Lord Jesus was not disillusioned, for He 
knew men and what lay aliead as none 
of us can. But listen to the words He 
spoke concerning Jerusalem. He said, 
“QO Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest 
the prophets, and stonest them that are 
sent unto thee; how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, as a hen 
doth gather her brood under her wings, 
and ye would not!” (Luke 13:34:) His 
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perfect leadership knew the heartbreak 
that came from those who would not 
heed or follow His call. 


sg 

But lest our meeting should close in 
an atmosphere of discouragement, let us 
realize that true Christian leadership is 
a marvelous opportunity to serve our 
Lord, to exemplify Him, and to lead 
others to Him. When God calls to places 
of Christian leadership, we may triumph 
through His grace, and by His enabling. 
He does not call us to sych a place to 
mock us or to disappoint us; and- with 
Paul we can say with confidence in 
spite of difficulties, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ye 


For. Family Worship 


* By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 27 to June 2 

Mon.—John 12:3. Thoughtful Service. 

Prayer SuccesTions: “Mary ... 
anointed the feet of Jesus.” Everything 
mentioned in connection with this 
anointing of the feet of Jesus, by Mary, 
with a costly gift of ointment, indicates 
most thoughtful love. The Spirit of 
God led Mary into such loving thought- 
fulness of her Lord and to perform this 
time-honored service. It is every Chris- 
tian’s privilege to be led of the Spirit 
into righteous ways of thought and ac- 
tion. Is your service to Christ self- 
prompted or God-urged? Pray for more 
teaching of the actual Word of God in 
Christian households. ; 


Tues.—3 John 2-8, Practice Good Will. 

Prayer Succestions: “Strangers ... 
have borne witness of thy charity be- 
fore the church.” It is a wonderful thing 
when visiting Christians, after being in 
our homes and churches, are able to 
bear testimony to our having manifested 
some of the loveliness of Christ. There 
should be always evidence of His Spirit 
in our hearts, indicated in our actions. 
They should see the love of His heart, 
the strength of His passion, and the 
benefits of His grace. Pray that your 
unconscious influence over your fellow 
Christians may be like that mentioned in 
the above text. 


Wed.—Matthew 25:34-40. Serve the Needy. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” Every day we may have the priv- 
ilege of ministering to the poor for the 
Lord’s sake. As He has said, “When- 
soever ye will ye may do them good.” 
The needy we can touch in our daily 
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contacts with people should see in us 
some resemblance to the Lord, whose 
we are and whom we serve. They should 
note in us the marks of the generosity 
of the Lord Jesus. Give without preju- 
dice: but do not let sentiment run away 
with good judgment. Pray for more 
love to man. 


Thurs.—Galatians 5:13-15. Serve Through Love. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “The love of 
Christ constraineth us” (2 Cor. 5:14). 
This is the highest motive for missions 
and ministries. Our natural love is too 
weak to stand up under the bombard- 
ment of the ignorance, stupidity, and 
wickedness of sinful men at home, not 
to speak of the pagans and heathen 
abroad. Love is the currency of Heaven 
wherewith we beget love. We are sure 
to reach souls for Christ when they can 
catch a glimpse of the love of God that 
gave the Lord Jesus Christ to die for 
sinners. Only the love that melts the 
heart of stone, aglow in our hearts, and 
burning brightly in our service, will 
reach man. Pray for a new filling with 
the Calvary love of Christ. 


Fri.—1 John 5:1-12. Love Is of God. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “Every one that 
loveth him that begat loveth him also 
that is begotten of him.” Only those 
who love God will have love in their 
hearts toward men. If we really love 
the Creator, we will have love in our 
hearts for His Son, for all Christians, 
and for sinners for whom Christ died. 
How thankful we should be to see tokens 
of Heaven’s sweetness (the love of the 
Lord Jesus Christ) manifested here and 
there! Are the love qualities mentioned 
fn the thirteenth chapter of First Cor- 
inthians seen in your family, church, and 
community life? Pray for a closer walk 
with God. > 


' Sat—Psalm 91:1-9. Security in God. 


Prayer Succestions: “The most High, 
thy habitation.” Only those are secure 
whose help is in God. They are safe 
who rest in the Word of the One who 
cannot lie; who trust in Christ, the Rock 
of ages; who rest in His oath and cove- 
narit:and blood. None can make them 
afraid who trust not in themselves or 
man, but in the living God. Are you 
rejoicing in the God of your salvation? 
Pray for faith that is full of praise and 
gladness. 


Sun.—Psalm 121. God’s Goodness. 


Prayer ‘Succestions: “The Lord is thy 
keeper.” God’s deeds reveal His per- 
fections. His holy and loving character 
shines out in all He says and does. In 
Christ we see most the perfection of 
His goodness. In our salvation we have 
all become aware of His infinite mercy. 
His goodness is a river of delight; an 
ocean of happiness to all who know Him 
in Christ. Pray that Christians may live 
in the sunshine of His mercy which en- 
dureth forever. 
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MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE... 


a misidouary enterprirce 


Foreign missions . . . home missions . . . Jewish missions . . . the Institute 
trains men and women for all fields the world around. 


graduates have gone out to 87 foreign fields under 156 
different mission boards 


° 4 they minister to countless ynevangelized, churchless communities 
in needy America 


... they use the specialized training of the Institute Jewish Missions 
Course in winning Jews to Christ at home and abroad. 


Their training has been thorough. Completely Bible-centered . . . it takes 
into account also the peculiar difficulties of every field, and forearms the 
future missionary to meet them. Mission boards recognize this . . . they 
know a Moody-trained graduate is ready for action. Missionaries write 
from the field thanking -the Institute for the complete and diversified 
training which has been theirs. : : 









THIS TRAINING I$ TUITION-FREE... Whe faye for ct7 


You help to do so .. . if you are one of the many thousands of Christians 
who support the Institute. 

The training program and every part of the Institute's many-sided ministry 

-is absolutely dependent upon Christian giving. No gifts are knowingly 
solicited from unbelievers. 

And it is the multitude of individual gifts which keeps the Institute in 

existence. This Bible training school is not a richly endowed institution. 





Jewish missions Quite the contrary. Less than 3 per cent of its income is from endowment... 
the bulk from gifts, large and small, which come in day by day. The average 
gift last year was $19.36 . . . so thousands of gifts are essential. Yours 
is important. . . . 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE - ¢ 
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